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your beloved children, who had been so zealous for you and had been 
appalled at the pollution of their blood and had called upon you for 
help. God, my God, hear me also—a widow! 

5 “For you are responsible for all these things and for what preceded 
and what followed them. You designed the present and the future; and 
what you had in mind has happened. 6 The things you have planned 
present themselves and say, ‘Here we are!’ For all your ways are pre¬ 
pared beforehand, and you judge with foreknowledge. 

7 “Here are the greatly reinforced Assyrians, boasting of their horses 
and riders, priding themselves in the strength of their infantry, trust¬ 
ing in shields and javelins, in bows and slings! They do not know that 
you are ‘the Lord who crushes wars; 8 the Lord is your name.’ Dash 
their might by your powers; 1 in your anger bring down their strength! 
For they plan to desecrate your sanctuary, to defile the tabernacle, the 
resting place of your glorious name, to knock off the horns of your 
altar with the sword! 9 Observe their arrogance and bring your fury on 

* LXX*, OL, and Syr add “she took off her dress.” 

^ So LXX AS and a number of mins.; LXX B “ashamed [edesato] of the deceit they had prac¬ 
ticed”; see note. 

f LXX*, OL s , and Syr add “Eternal, crush their number.” 
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their heads: put into my hand—a widow’s—the strength I need. 10 By 
the guile of my lips strike down the slave with the ruler and the ruler 
with his servant/ Break their pride by the hand of a female! 11 For 
your strength does not depend upon numbers nor your might' upon 
powerful men. Rather, you are the God of the humble; you are the ally 
of the insignificant, the champion of the weak, the protector of the 
despairing, the savior of those without hope. 

12 “Please, please, God of my father and God of Israel’s heritage, 
ruler of heaven and earth, creator of the waters, king of all your cre¬ 
ation, hear my prayer: 13 Grant me a beguiling tongue for wounding 
and bruising those who have terrible designs against your covenant 
and your sacred house, even against Mount Zion and the house your 
children possess. 14 Demonstrate to 7 every nation 7 and every tribe that 
you are God, e the God* of all power and might, and there is no one 
who protects the people of Israel but you.” 

4 LXX S adds “Send your wrath upon their heads. Give into my hands, a widow's, what I 
need." 

' LXX rk , OL s , and Syr add "nor share." 

A/ So LXX 11 and OL; the rest have "all your nation"; see NOTE. 

M LXX“ omits by haplography. 


Notes 


9:1 Then [dej. This de is but one more reminder of the Hebraic cast of the translator's 
Greek; for, as Enslin has rightly pointed out (p. 121), instead of using kai for the Heb 
wa, “and,” as the translator usually does, he employs here the mildly adversative de; 
yet only once does the translator use de in its classical sense as a follow-up for the Gk 
men (5:21). 

the evening’s incense offering. Burned in the morning and evening on the incense 
altar inside the Temple before the veil of the Holy of Holies (cf. Exod 30:7-8; 40:5; 
Lev 4:7; 1 Chr 28:18), the “pure” incense of Herodian times contained, according to 
Josephus (Wars 5.5.5), thirteen ingredients. While some of the ingredients were local, 
others were imported and more exotic (see Nigel Groom, Frankincense and Myrrh: A 
Study of the Arabian Incense Trade, as well as D. F. Graf's review of it in BA 45 
[1982]: 63). 

2. Simeon, into whose hand you put a sword. In spite of the fact that Gen 34:30 and 
49:5-7 are quite critical of Simeon's taking revenge on the Shechemites for Hamor's 
rape of his sister Dinah (cf. Genesis 34), Judith spoke approvingly of Simeon's act, 
possibly because Judith found herself in a position analogous to Dinah's, i.e., she 
herself might end up being raped by the uncircumcised Holofernes. To say that Judith 
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has some concern for being raped—what woman wouldn’t?—is not to deny the truth 
of D. N. Freedman’s observation: “Judith is going to emulate Simeon, not Dinah; I 
doubt whether she is much worried about being raped. She was much more concerned 
about killing Holofemes. In other words, she identifies with the avenger, Simeon, 
rather than with the victim, Dinah.’’ (private correspondence with this writer) On 
Judith’s revisionist position toward Simeon, see note on “Zurishaddai" in 8:1. 

Here, as in 9:9 (see note there on “my hand”), the Greek word cheir ( = Heb yd) 
must be translated literally as “hand,” instead of figuratively as “power.” 

who had violated the virgin’s womb. Lit. “who loosened the virgin’s womb.” Virtu¬ 
ally all modem English translations ignore the unanimous witness of the Greek manu¬ 
scripts which have metran, “womb," preferring instead to accept Grotius’s suggestion 
of long ago that mitran, “headdress,” “girdle,” or possibly “veil,” was the original 
reading. While the unanimous agreement of Greek manuscripts is certainly not suffi¬ 
cient reason for automatically accepting a particular reading as original, neither is 
such unanimity to be lightly dismissed, especially if a reasonable case can be made for 
the reading’s retention. Such is the case here. For while scholars such as Enslin are 
undoubtedly correct in insisting that the underlying Hebrew phrase here could not 
have been pth rhm “to loosen/open the womb,” because such a Hebrew idiom would 
refer to God’s ending a woman’s barrenness (cf. Heb sgr rhm in 1 Sam 1:5; cf. also 
Gen 20:18) rather than to a man’s raping a woman, there is no certainty as to what the 
underlying Hebrew word in Judith actually was. In any event, the Greek word used 
here, luo. "to loosen," can also mean “to break” or “to violate” (cf. LSJ, pp. 1068f.). 
Thus, instead of regarding the three Greek verbs in this verse as representing three 
successive stages in the rape, we are better advised to regard the first verb as a descrip¬ 
tion of the offense and the next two verbs as specific stages in that violation, namely, 
the exposure and rape of the maiden’s body. Such an interpretation justifies rendering 
the last two verbs as English participles. 

3. blushing [edesato] for her deceived. This translation, along with those in modern 
versions, is most uncertain. It is unclear from the Greek evidence whether the personi¬ 
fied bed is ashamed of Hamor’s conduct (so LXX B ) or is embarrassed about the 
virgin’s plight (so LXX AS ). In either case, however, it would seem that such a “sympa¬ 
thetic bed" did not deserve being further stained by blood; yet it was. The JB would 
attempt to avoid all these difficulties by translating edesato as “defiled”: “For this you 
handed their leaders over to slaughter, their bed defiled by their deceit, to blood.” 

and the princes upon their thrones. There is no manuscript support in the Greek for 
JB’s “and the chiefs with their servants,” although, admittedly, the phrase makes an 
attractive chiasmus to the preceding one, “You struck the slaves down with the 
chiefs.” The chiasmus of v 10 notwithstanding, the Greek text does not justify such an 
emendation. 

4. their wives for rape [eis pronomen] Cf. the second note on 4:12, where the same 
expression occurs. Although Gen 34:2-31 does not explicitly state that any of the sons 
of Jacob raped any women of Shechem, certainly that can be assumed. (The preceding 
statement presupposes the popular view that “Simeon” and "Levi” in Genesis 34 are 
eponymous names, representing members of those two clans and not just two individ¬ 
uals.) If there had been no raping during the taking of Shechem, the situation would 
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have been rare in the annals of man, i.e., a violent, bloody attack against a city for its 
sexual insult, with slaughter, looting—but no raping—as part of that retaliation, 
a widow! This is a nice touch by the author. At least defenseless Dinah had brothers 
to help her. Judith has no one. 

5. you are responsible [epoiesas], Lit. “you made/did.” 

You designed [dienoethes] ... the future. Lit. “you intended the things now and 
the things that are coming.” Although the Greek of v 5 is rather clumsy, the author is 
giving clear enough expression to an idea frequently found in Deutero-Isaiah, namely, 
the foreknowledge of God (cf. Isa 41:22-23; 42:9; 43:9; 44:7; 46:9f). While the term 
"foreknowledge” does not occur in the OT, the concept itself is clearly present there 
(for details, see B. W. Anderson, “Foreknow, Foreknowledge,” IDB, II, 311-14). 

6. Here we are! This response of historical events, which are personified here, is 
reminiscent of that of the lightning in Job 38:35 and of the stars in Bar 3:34. 

you judge with foreknowledge [prognosei]. Lit. “your judgment [is] with foreknowl¬ 
edge." In the LXX, this term occurs only here and in 11.19, although it does occur 
also in Acts 2:23 and 1 Pet 1:2. 

7. greatly reinforced [eplethunthesan en dunamei). Lit. "they are increased in 
power." See note on 7:2. 

horses and riders. Here begins an allusion to the Song of the Sea (cf. Exod 15:1). 
7-8. the Lord who crushes wars; the Lord is your name. (Cf. also Jdt 16:2.) Judith is 
quoting here Exod 15:3 as found in the LXX, a rendering which differs somewhat 
from the MT’s “The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is his name." (Because Judith is 
praying to God, she, understandably, has recast the quotation into the second person 
rather than leaving it in the third.) Failure to recognize this passage in Judith as a 
biblical quotation resulted in SG’s offering a translation which, while grammatically 
possible, is clearly semantically incorrect: “. . . that you are a lord that crushes wars. 
The Lord is your name." God's very name, "Lord" (Gk kurios). is the expression of 
his supremacy over all the world. 

The corresponding verse in the Vg is considerably different and clearly has Exodus 
15 in mind: 

Look upon the camp of the Assyrians now, as you were pleased to look upon the 
camp of the Egyptians, when they pursued armed after your servants, trusting in 
their chariots, and in their horsemen, and in a multitude of warriors. But you 
looked over their camp, and darkness wearied them. The deep held their feet, and 
the waters overwhelmed them. (Vg 9:6-7) 

9. bring [“send”] your fury. Evidently another phrase taken from the Song of the 
Sea (Exod 15:7). 

my hand. As Patrick Skehan has rightly pointed out (CBQ 25 [1963]: 94-110), the 
word "hand” (Gk cheir = Heb yd) looms large in Judith once the heroine appears, it 
being mentioned only once prior to her appearance (2:12) and nine times after chap. 7. 
Where “hand” designates "a meaningful instrument," it should, according to Skehan, 
be translated literally (so in 8:33; 9:2, 9; 13:14; 15:10); in the remaining instances it 
should be translated figuratively (so in 9T0; 12:4; 13:15; 16:5). Skehan insists that just 
as in the Exodus story God’s hand (Exod 3:19, 20; 13:9; 14:31) was Moses' (cf. Exod 
4:2; 10:21-22; 14:21, 26-27), so, he argues, in Judith God uses the weakest of hands, a 
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widow’s. This theme of God using the hand of the weak and lowly, Skehan notes, is 
also developed in the War Scroll from Qumran (1QM xi and xiii, 13-14). 

10. The verse contains a striking example of chiasmus: 

strike down the slave with the ruler 
and the ruler with his servant 

and the ruler with his servant. I.e., everyone; a good example of merismus. Judith is 
again alluding to "the Shechem incident" (Genesis 34). 

by the hand of a female! Inasmuch as theleia is used here sather than gune (the 
latter the most common Greek word for “woman”), modern versions have weakened 
Judith's point by rendering theleia here as “woman”; for theleia ( = Heb nqbh) is the 
less honorific of the two, it not being a term restricted to humans. Nonetheless, for a 
man to be killed by a woman was regarded as a disgrace (Judg 9:52-54). 

One familiar with the OT can scarcely read the phrase “by the hand of a female” 
without thinking of Jael, who made Sisera’s defeat ignominious as well as total by 
driving a tent pin through his skull (Judg 4-5). Possessing the beauty and brains of 
Queen Esther, Judith had also the audacity and physicality of Jael. Neither Jael nor 
Judith could be said to be the least bit squeamish. 

In the Vg, the verses corresponding to 9:9-10 of the LXX are quite different: 

Bring to pass, O Lord, that his pride may be cut off with his own sword. Let him 
be caught in the net of his own eyes in my regard, and strike him by the gracious 
words of my lips. Give me constancy in my mind, that I may despise him, and 
fortitude that I may overthrow him. For this will be a glorious monument for your 
name, when he shall fall by the hand of a woman. (Vg 9:12-15) 

11. your strength does not depend upon numbers nor your might upon powerful men. 
A common enough view in the OT, this idea was also voiced by David to Goliath (2 
Sam 17:45-47), by Hananai to King Asa (2 Chr 16:8-9), and by God himself to 
Gideon (Judg 7:2). 

As in the preceding verse, we have here a chiasmus: 


your might powerful men 

ally . . . protector . . . savior. While such ideas and terms can be found scattered 
throughout the Bible, the influence of the Song of the Sea here is indisputable, for 
these Greek words in Judith (boethos, skepastes, and soter, respectively) even occur in 
the same order as in the LXX of Exod 15:2. Yet vv 1 lb-12 are more than just a faint 
echo of Exod 15:2; for as Craven has so astutely noted, they constitute a litany 
composed of ten titles for God, five on either side of the words "Please, please.” 
(AFBJ, p. 91) Brian McNeil (The Downside Review 96 [1978], 199-207) views this 
verse as “the basic meaning" of the entire book of Judith (p. 200). 

ally of the insignificant. Lit. “helper of the smaller.” 

12. my father. Patros mou may refer to Simeon, in which case it should be trans¬ 
lated “ancestor/forefather” (so Ball and NEB); but more likely, the author had in 
mind Judith’s own father, inasmuch as the five appellations go from the specific ("God 
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of my father”) through the more general (“God of Israel’s . . . waters”) to the all- 
inclusive (“king of all your creation”). Several of these expressions, at least in their 
Greek form, occur nowhere else in the LXX, namely, “God of Israel’s heritage,” 
“ruler of heaven and earth,” and "creator of the waters” (so Ball, p. 324). Nonethe¬ 
less, they sound Semitic and seem quite compatible with the religious sentiments of 
the day. 

13. Grant me a beguiling tongue. Lit. “Give me a word [logon] and a deceit 
[apaten], ” which is hendiadys. Instead of logon, the Syriac has dolon, “cunning," 
which clearly represents an inner-Greek corruption, lambda, delta, and gamma being 
on occasion easily confused with one another (cf. the LXX of 2 Sam 14:20; Ps 138:4). 

The theme of deceit [apate] figures prominently in Judith's prayer, some form of it 
being mentioned also in vv 3 (twice) and 10. 

As Craven has rightly observed: “The Book of Judith calls for a radical reorienta¬ 
tion of religious sensibilities. Were Job to say to Judith as he said to Zophar, ‘Will you 
speak falsely for God, speak deceitfully for him?’ (Job 13:7), Judith might respond 
that in certain circumstances such unexpected behavior might be justified." (SBLDS 
70, p. 114) 

who have terrible designs. Lit. “who intended harsh things.” This is Judith’s justifi¬ 
cation for asking God for that which a good Yahwist would ordinarily abhor, a 
beguiling tongue. Compare Add Esth C 24, where Esther prays for “persuasive 
speech.” (For other comparisons between the prayers of Judith and Esther, see com¬ 
ment II, p. 197). 

14. to every nation and every tribe. I.e., to all the world, not just to Jews. In spite of 
the fact that this interpretation reflects a distinctly minority reading (see textual note 
H ), it is probably correct; otherwise, we should have to understand that Israel did not 
already know that God alone protected it. And that would seem to contradict Judith’s 
own earlier assessment of Israel’s faith (cf. 8:18, 20). 


Comment I 


A woman of habitual prayer, Judith quite naturally prayed to God immedi¬ 
ately before undertaking her dangerous mission. While she does not indicate 
to the reader exactly what strategy she has in mind, it is clear from the prayer 
that Judith herself knew. The author does give his reader some intimation of 
it by having Judith cite as the justification for her dangerous and deceitful 
task the precedent set by her ancestor Simeon. Some scholars argue that 
Judith prayed for the success of her mission (i.e., that her enemies be de¬ 
stroyed) but, to her credit, did not pray for her own physical survival or 
honor. 

Judith’s religious views, while neither felicitously nor memorably ex¬ 
pressed, are nonetheless quite clear, namely, retributive justice (vv 2-3), 
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God’s omnipotence and omniscience (vv 5-6), the true basis of might and 
power (vv 7-8, 11), the central importance of Jerusalem and its Temple (vv 8, 
13), and God’s universality (vv 12, 14). As Craven has so rightly observed: 
“Hers is the creator/redeemer God known in history. Judith proposed noth¬ 
ing that the psalmists had not already prescribed: 

Let the high praises of God be in their throats 
and two-edged swords in their hands, 
to wreak vengeance on the nations and chastisements 
on the peoples. (Ps. 149:7-8).” (SBLDS 70, p. 114) 

But if most, or at least many, of the important ideas of Judaism exist in 
Judith, that is all they really do, that is, they do not seem alive and vibrant. In 
short, this is not one of the great prayers of the Apocrypha. 1 " 


Comment II 

The religious and literary strengths and “weaknesses” of Judith’s prayer are 
brought into higher relief when it is compared with the LXX’s Prayer of 
Queen Esther (Add Esth C 12-30), the latter prayer, a priori, being the one 
one might most expect to resemble Judith’s. 

Although the Hebrew account of Esther does not explicitly say that Esther 
prayed to God before she dared present herself to the king unannounced (cf. 
Esth 4:10-17), the author of that book certainly intimates to his readers that 
she will pray when he has Esther say to Mordecai: 

“Go and gather all the Jews now in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat or drink for 
three days, either day or night; and I, with my maids, will fast as you do. In this 
condition I’ll go to the king, even though it’s against the law.” (Esth 4:16) 

Here Esther was certainly asking, in effect, for the Jewish community to pray 
for her; but in keeping with the author’s practice elsewhere in the book of 
Esther, he studiously avoided clear references to things obviously religious, 
like the words “God,” “prayer,” “intervene,” “intercede.” (For details on the 
absence of religious elements in Esther as well as on “fasting” as a code word 
for praying, see AB 7B, pp. xxxii-iv and 5If., respectively.) 

But what can, at best, only be inferred from the Hebrew account of Esther 
is explicitly stated in its Greek version: Esther prayed a long prayer before 
going to the king unannounced. (For a discussion of the religious elements in 
the Greek version of Esther, see AB 44, pp. 158-59.) Esther's prayer, re- 

While none of the prayers in Judith rank with the great prayers of the Apocrypha, let alone 
of the OT. they do contain the basic tenets of Judaism (for details, see references passim in 
Johnson, Prayer in the Apocrypha, especially pp. 67-77). 



corded in what is conventionally called an Addition (or Add), is found in 
Add Esth C 12-30 ( = Vg 14:1-19): 

C 12 Queen Esther was terrified and sought refuge in the Lord. 13 She took off her 
stately robes and put on clothes appropriate for distress and mourning, and instead 
of extravagant perfumes she covered her head with ashes and dung. She debased her 
body completely, and she covered with her disheveled hair those parts which she 
ordinarily loved to adorn. 14 Then she prayed to the Lord God of Israel and said, 

“My Lord, only you are our king! Help me who am alone and have no helper 
except you, 15 for 1 am risking my life. 16 All my life 1 have heard in my family’s 
tribe that you, Lord, chose Israel from all the nations, and our fathers from all their 
predecessors, for a perpetual inheritance; and you treated them just as you had 
promised. 

17 “But now we have sinned against you, and you have handed us over to our 
enemies 18 because we extolled their gods. You were in the right, Lord. 19 Neverthe¬ 
less, they are not satisfied that we are in galling slavery; but they have made an 
agreement with their gods 20 to nullify the promise you made, to blot out your 
inheritance, to silence the lips of those who praise you, to quench the glory of your 
house and altar, 21 to open the mouths of the pagans for the praise of idols, and to 
idolize for ever a mere mortal king. 22 Do not relinquish your scepter, Lord, to non¬ 
existent gods. And do not let them laugh at our downfall. Frustrate their plot and 
make an example of him who started it all! 23 Remember, Lord, reveal yourself in 
this time of our afflictions! Give me courage, King of the gods and Lord of all 
governments! 

24 "Make me persuasive before the lion and dispose him to hate the one who 
fights against us so that there may be an end of him and of those agreeing with him. 
25 Rescue us by your hand and help me who am alone and have no one except you, 
Lord. 

"You know everything 26 so you know that I hate the pomp of the wicked, and I 
loathe the bed of the uncircumcised—and of any foreigner. 27 You know my ‘duty’: 
that I loathe that symbol of my exalted position which is upon my head. When I 
appear at court—I loathe it like a menstruous rag—I do not wear it when I am not 
at court. 28 Your maid servant has not dined at Haman’s table, nor have I extolled a 
royal party nor drunk the wine of libations. 29 From the day I arrived here until 
now, your maid servant has not delighted in anything except you, Lord, the God of 
Abraham. 30 God, whose might prevails over all, hear the voice of the despairing, 
and save us from the hands of the wicked! And Lord, protect me from my fears!” 

For a detailed analysis of this translation, which is the present writer’s, see 
AB 44, pp. 208-14. 

Esther’s prayer, like Judith's, is quite appropriate for her particular cir¬ 
cumstances. Recognizing the dangers confronting herself personally (vv 14b— 
15, 25) and her people in general (vv 19-23a) and their cult and Temple in 
Jerusalem (v 20), Esther asked for courage and persuasiveness in dealing with 
the king (vv 23b-24, 30c). Convinced that the present exile of the Jews was 
deserved punishment for their sins (vv 17-18), Esther was nonetheless mind- 
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ful of God’s ancient promises to his people (vv 16, 20). For her, God was both 
a personal reality (v 29) who responds to the prayers of the despairing (v 30) 
and yet is transcendent, being both omnipotent (vv 23, 30) and omniscient (vv 
25, 27). And lest the fact that she served as Persian queen be interpreted as 
proof that she had been compromised by the uncircumcised Gentiles, Esther 
stressed both her anti-Gentile position and her great concern for kasrut, i.e., 
laws concerning ceremonial, ritual, or dietary “cleanness” (vv 26-29). For the 
author of this particular addition 110 Esther’s prayer provided him the oppor¬ 
tunity to express his own theological concerns. While a number of those 
concerns are not present in the MT of Esther, or at least they are not explic¬ 
itly mentioned, one of his views needs special comment, namely, the author’s 
anti-Gentile attitude (vv 26, 28). Unlike the MT, where the author of Esther 
evidences a somewhat sympathetic attitude toward the Gentile king, the LXX 
Esther is very anti-Gentile, i.e., what in the MT had been essentially a court 
intrigue became in the Greek version an eternal, cosmic conflict between Jew 
and Gentile (see in AB 44 the notes on Add Esth A 6; F 5, 8; see there also 
p. 249). 

When the prayers of Esther and Judith are compared, both their similari¬ 
ties and differences are quite evident. Both prayers well express the particular 
yet similar needs of the heroines: courage and persuasiveness for Esther (Add 
Esth C 23-24, 30); strength and guile for Judith (Jdt 9:9-10, 13). Both 
prayers became vehicles for expressing the respective author’s religious views. 
Both women prayed more for the success of their cause than for their per¬ 
sonal safety (but see Add Esth C 15). If Judith’s prayer seems more self- 
assured and violent than Esther’s, that, too, is understandable; for the one 
woman was accustomed to the dependencies and niceties of harem life; the 
other experienced life as a widow, albeit a rich one. Then too, while Esther 
fully accomplished her mission through the exercise of “feminine wiles” (cf. 
Esth 5:1-8; 7:1—1Q), without literally staining her hands, Judith had to resort 
to "masculine brutality” by beheading Holofernes (13:7-9). 

While a reasonably convincing case can be made for saying that the Greek 
literary style of Esther’s prayer is "better” than that of Judith’s, the question 
of which prayer is ethically better is more open to debate. This presents 
somewhat of a dilemma; for while Judith is pious (Jdt 8:4-8, 31) but deceitful 
and personally violent (9:9-10, 13), the Greek Esther is pious but strongly 
anti-Gentile (Add Esth C 26, 28). But then again, neither saints nor great 
leaders are ever perfect; otherwise their people would not understand them or 
follow them. 


1)0 There are six Additions in the LXX Esther, and they had more than one author. For details 
on the Additions in general, see AB 44, pp. 153-55 and 165-67. 



X. After Prettying Herself Up, Judith Goes 
to the Camp of the Enemy 
(10:1-17 [Vg 10:1-16]) 


10 1 When" Judith had stopped calling on the God of Israel and had 

finished saying all these things, 2 she arose from her prostrate position, 
summoned her maid, and went down into the house where she spent 
her sabbaths and feasts. 3 She removed the sackcloth she had been 
wearing and took off her widow’s dress. Then she bathed all over with 
water, anointed herself with rich perfume, fixed'' her hair, put a tiara 
on it, and dressed herself in the clothes she used to wear on the joyous 
occasions when her husband Manasseh was alive. 4 Then she slipped 
sandals on her feet and put on her anklets and bracelets, her rings and 
earrings, and all her jewelry. (She had made herself very fetching so as 
"to catch the attention of the men r who would see her.) 5 She then 
handed her maid a skin of wine and a jug of oil, filled a bag with 
roasted grain, dried fig cakes, and pure bread;’' then she packed all her 
dishes and "had her maid carry them’. 

6 They then went toward the town gate of Bethulia and found Uz- 
ziah standing there with the other town elders, Chabris and Charmis. 
7 And when they saw her (for her face was so transformed and her 
clothes so different), they were much struck by her beauty. They said 
to her, 8 “May the God of our ancestors grant you favor and fulfill 
your plans so that the Israelites may glory and Jerusalem exult!” She 7 
bowed “to them* 9 and said to them, “Order the town gate to be opened 
for me, and I will go out and accomplish the things you have just 
mentioned to me.” So they ordered the young men to open up for her, 


' Gk kai egenefa 

" LXX “arranged”; LXX Sh , OL “combed”; OL 1 ' and Vg “plaited”; Syr "anointed”; see note. 
** LXX eis apantesin, "for meeting [LXX NS , Eth apatesin, "enticing”; LXX 111 , OL sn \ Syr 
arpagen, “ravaging”] of men’s eyes.” 

A LXX hfV , OL, Syr, and Vg add “and cheese.” 

~Gk “she put [them] on her.” 

7 LXX N and many mins, “they.” 

M LXX and verss. all read “to God”; see note. 
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just as she 4 had asked, 10 and they did so. When Judith went out, 
accompanied by her maid, the men of the town kept staring after her 
until she had gone down the hill and crossed the valley, where they 
lost sight of her. 

11 As the women' were going straight on through the valley, an As¬ 
syrian patrol came upon her, 12 took her into custody, and demanded, 
“What is your nationality? Where are you coming from? And where 
are you going?” “I am a daughter of the Hebrews,” she replied, “and I 
am running away from them because you are about to eat them up! 
13 So I am on my way to Holofemes himself, the general in command 
of your army, with reliable information, and only in his presence will I 
indicate a way by which he can go and conquer all the hill country 
without risking life or limb of his men.” 

14 As the men listened to her explanation and studied her face, they 
were much struck by her beauty, so they said to her, 15 “By hurrying 
down to our lord’s presence you have saved your life. So now proceed 
to his headquarters, and some of us will escort you and deliver you 
into his hands. 16 And when you are standing before him, don’t be 
afraid. Tell him what you have just told us, and he will treat you 
well'.” 17 They then detailed from their number a hundred men to 
conduct her and her attendant, and these led them to Holofernes’ 
quarters. 

* So LXX ANS and most mins, and verss.; LXX BfV “they." 

' LXX "they.” 

' Gk eu; LXX A euthe, “fairly.” 


Notes 


10:1. This verse, which in Greek seems, stylistically speaking, needlessly repetitious as 
well as too literalist a rendering of the Hebrew (see textual note “), well illustrates the 
problems and temptations confronting an English translator. At the one extreme is the 
slavishly literal KJ (“And it came to pass, when she had ceased ... all these 
words”); at the other is the NEB (“When Judith had ended her prayer”), which is far 
too paraphrastic. While the modern reader may well prefer the brevity of the NEB’s 
conciseness, that "conciseness” is not so much a translation of the Greek as a rewrit¬ 
ing of the story in English. Like Odysseus, who had to steer between Scylla and the 
equally destructive Charybdis, the conscientious translator of the Bible has to steer a 
middle course between the rocks of literalism and the whirlpool of paraphrase. Al- 
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though Odysseus successfully avoided both dangers, biblical translators regularly find 
themselves caught on one or the other. 

3. removed the sackcloth . . . and . . . her widow’s dress. . . . dressed herself in 
the clothes . . . [of] joyous occasions. Just as a soldier facing battle takes much care 
preparing himself and his arms, so our Female Warrior dressed herself with much 
deliberateness. Any similarities here between the preparations of our Female Warrior 
and those of Ishtar in the Hedammu myth, rightly says Bentzen, are purely coinciden¬ 
tal (Archiv Orientdlnl 18 [1950]: 1-2). Had she appealed to Holofemes in drab clothes 
and without first prettying herself up, Judith would have had a more difficult time 
gaining a hearing or establishing credibility (so Lamparter, p. 169). Alonso-Schokel 
has perceived a more literary and subliminal reason for all this: “If the mourning of 
Judith was also a lament for the destitution of her people, so her festive attire antici¬ 
pates their solution ... [as in] Isa 52:1-2 . . . Baruch 5:1-2 . . . Judith’s recov¬ 
ered beauty is almost a ‘symbolic action' of salvation” (p. 7). Both explanations are 
correct, the same words or images in good writing often having more than one level of 
meaning or truth. 

bathed all over. Lit. "washed her body." In the LXX, periekluzo occurs only here 
and Tob 6:2. 

fixed her hair. Cf. 16:8. Exactly what Judith did to her hair is unclear. She could 
even have braided it (so SG), as we know from braided human hair found at Masada, 
dating to a.d. 73. Zimmermann (JBL 57 [1938]: 69) would explain all the variant 
readings (see textual note *) not as uncertainties as to the precise meaning of the 
Aramaic or Greek term but rather as the corruption of the original Hebrew term 
itself, namely, Heb wtsk, "she anointed,” > wtsdr, “she arranged," > wtsrq, “she 
combed." 

anointed herself with rich [lit. “thick”] perfume. Not “dabbed herself,” as modern 
women often do, putting here and there a drop of perfume. In the Ancient Near East, 
some women went so far as to saturate or “fumigate” their bodies (see W. F. Albright, 
“Lachish Cosmetic Burner,” pp. 25-32). 

3-4. She removed . . . took off. . . . bathed . . . anointed . . . fixed . . . put 
. . . dressed. . . . slipped . . . put on. Depending upon how one counts these verbs 
(i.e., “removed” along with "took off" and “bathed” along with “anointed" may be 
counted either as the four original verbs or as two verbs and their glosses), one might 
say that the author described Judith's preparation in terms of seven stages. "Se¬ 
quenced physical descriptions are known," writes Craven, “by the genre designation 
wasf. Notable parallels appear in a seven-fold description of the beauty of the beloved 
in the Song of Songs (4:1-7) and in an eleven-fold description of Sarai’s beauty in the 
Genesis Apocryphon (20:2-6)." (SBLDS 70, p. 92, n. 52) 

4. anklets. Lit. “chains"; probably anklets, although some scholars think that 
chliddnas ( = Heb s'dh) can mean a “step-chain," i.e., a delicate chain which shortens 
a woman’s stride, thereby making her walk more mincingly and "ladylike” (cf. Isa 
3:16). 

earrings [endtia], and all her jewelry. Inasmuch as enotia is used in the LXX for Heb 
nzm, which can mean either "earring” (Gen 35:4) or "nose ring” (Gen 24:47), “nose 
ring" may very well be the more accurate translation here because the verse seems 
influenced by Isa 3:18-23, where “nose ring” occurs. That virtually all English trans- 
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lations prefer here in Judith “earrings” to “nose rings” may more reflect unconscious 
Western preferences in female jewelry and decoration than rigorous, scientific transla¬ 
tion. As for “all her jewelry,” Isa 3:18-23 provides the reader with the broad range of 
possibilities and, according to Dubarle (VT 8 [1958]: 350), is the immediate model for 
the verse. 

to catch the attention of the men. Lest his readers infer that Judith was acting out of 
vanity or repressed lasciviousness, St. Jerome (or, more likely, his Aramaic source) 
“reassured” his readers by adding: 

And the Lord also gave her more beauty, because all this dressing up did not 
proceed from sensuality but from virtue; and, therefore, the Lord increased her 
beauty so that she appeared to all men's eyes incomparably lovely. 

5. wine . . . roasted grain . . . bread. Abigail had provided David and his men 
with the same items but in much greater quantities (cf. 1 Sam 25:18). 

pure [katharon] bread. It is unclear whether the author meant that the bread was 
kosher (so GNB: “bread baked according to Jewish food laws” [cf. Ezek 4:14-15]) or 
that it was pure in quality (so NEB). However, Dubarle (Judith, p. 166) argues that 
arton katharon. “pure bread,” represents a corruption of arton kai turou, “bread and 
cheese" (see textual note J ). Dubarle’s explanation is both ingenious and possible, for 
cheese was one of the basic staples of Israelite diet (cf. 1 Sam 17:18; 2 Sam 17:29). 

packed [periediplose] all her dishes. The verb is a hapax legomenon. Like Daniel (cf. 
Dan 1:8-16), Judith’s scrupulousness with regard to kaSrut is far greater than that of 
Esther, who evidently ate delicacies from the king’s cuisine (so Esth 2:9), although 
LXX’s Esther is, by contrast, quite scrupulous about her diet (Add Esth C 28). 
Judith's attitude toward food has some relevance for determining the date of the 
book's composition. 

7. they were much struck [“amazed"] by her beauty. Judith’s great beauty, breath¬ 
taking and thought-depriving for every man who would now see her, is a Leitmotif for 
the rest of the chapter. Bethulia’s sentries (v 10), the Assyrian outpost (v 14), the 
entire Assyrian camp (10:18), including its highest officers and general (10:23)—all are 
struck by Judith’s beauty. Dancy (p. 106) thinks there is a touch of the storyteller’s 
humor in all this: "strong” men, young and old, significant and insignificant, they all 
fall immediately victim to the “defenseless” widow. 

As with the Hebrew account of Esther (cf. Esth 2:17; 5:2-3), there is nothing here 
to suggest that there was anything miraculous about the heroine’s captivating beauty. 
By contrast, however, LXX’s Esther has a beauty which is enhanced by God’s miracu¬ 
lous power: "Raising his face, flushed with color [the king] looked at [Esther] in 
fiercest anger. . . . But God changed the king’s spirit to gentleness.” (Add Esth D 7a, 
8; see note on verse in AB 44, p. 218) In other words, while LXX’s Judith, devout 
though she was, accomplished her mission without God miraculously intervening, in 
the Greek Esther it was God’s power, not Esther’s courage or beauty or even male 
weakness, that saved the day. 

8. She bowed to them. I.e., she acknowledged their good wishes. This reading pro¬ 
posed long ago by Movers, while lacking manuscript support, assumes that the origi¬ 
nal Hebrew was wtsthw 'lyhm, “she bowed down to them," and that it was misread by 
either a Hebrew copyist or the Greek translator as wtslhw(h) I’lhym, "she bowed down 



to God," i.e., Judith worshiped God. The conjectured reading makes good sense; LXX 
reading does not, as it interrupts the rapid flow of events in vv 8-9. 

9. as she had asked. The variant reading (see textual note *) would mean “as they 
had promised,” referring to the elders' tacit promise in 8:35. 

10. where they lost sight of her. The author was not concerned with the question of 
how the women could have been seen at night and so clearly for such a distance (cf. 
8:33; 11:3); rather he was concerned with making a very skillful transition of scenes, 
shifting from that of Bethulia to the Assyrian outpost (v 11). With some justice, 
Alonso-Schokel has characterized this rather sophisticated literary technique as “cine¬ 
matographic” (p. 7), since the movies have so marvelously perfected it. 

12. a daughter of the Hebrews. Judith’s response here is somewhat surprising. One 
might have expected her to have identified herself as “a daughter of Israel” (so OL m ), 
which would have been consistent with her people’s usual name throughout Judith, 
namely, “Israelites” (lit. “sons of Israel”). To be sure, in Judith (2:11; 14:18) as well as 
elsewhere in the MT, “Hebrew” is sometimes the foreigner’s term for an Israelite, the 
latter word being the name the Israelites preferred to call themselves. But since even 
in the book of Judith foreigners sometimes identified the Israelites by that same name 
(5:23; 6:2; 7:10), the question remains: Why on this particular occasion did Judith 
choose to identify herself as a Hebrew? 

The answer may be that the author simply wanted to provide his readers a little 
variety in vocabulary, which his Greek translator was also interested in doing (see 
INTRODUCTION, p. 93). 

Taking his clue from the NT, D. N. Freedman maintains that Judith could not have 
called herself a Jew: 

After all, why does Paul call himself a Hebrew of the Hebrews [Phil 3:5)? Proba¬ 
bly because he could not very well call himself a Jew (i.e., Judahite), since he was in 
fact of the tribe of Benjamin. The same with Judith: strictly speaking she was a 
Simeonite, and could call herself that, or an Israelite, or a Hebrew, but hardly a 
Jew, except in some off-hand way. It was not until much later I guess that these 
people lost all sense of tribal affiliations. Most were Jews in the strict sense, but by 
no means all. (private correspondence with this writer) 

More likely, however, Judith chose to use the word "Hebrew" on this occasion be¬ 
cause of the pleasant connotations the term had for Assyrian captors, that word being 
in most frequent use during the period of Israel's enslavement in Egypt (cf. Gen 40:15; 
Exod 1:15; 2:6; 3:18). This line of argument becomes somewhat more persuasive when 
one remembers that in 6:5 Holofernes derogatorily refers to the Israelites not by that 
name but as “this nation out of Egypt,” choosing to identify the Jewish people by 
singling out from their long history the one period when they were slaves, i.e., during 
their stay in Egypt. Cf. also Jdt 14:18a. Lest it be argued that the author would not 
have expected his readers to draw such a sophisticated or subtle inference from 
Judith’s choice of words here, one should remember that a great story is like a great 
painting, which is the product of thousands of small strokes and colors and hues, all of 
which contribute to the painting’s general effect and yet may go individually unde¬ 
tected by the untrained or casual observer. On the other hand, not every effective 
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aspect of a work of art must be the result of the deliberate and conscious intent of the 
artist; for as Eliseo Vivas has so rightly written, 

The genuine work of art comes from the unknown depths of the soul, where its 
growth is even more mysterious than the development of a foetus. The artist, moved 
by forces over which he exercises only limited conscious control, does not know 
clearly what he wants to say till the labor of the file is finished and he can discover 
his intention in his composition. (Creation and Discovery, p. 104) 

running away from them. Lit. “running away from their face [prosopon auton]," 
Occurring sixty-eight times in Judith (so Enslin, p. 131), the Gk prosopon is regularly 
used, as here, where one would expect the Hebrew text to have used pnh (“face,” in its 
idiomatic sense). Thus, the ubiquitous prosopon serves the reader as a constant re¬ 
minder that LXX’s Judith is a translation from Hebrew. 

you are about to eat them upI Lit. “they are about to be given to you for fodder [Gk 
katabromaj." Judith’s explanation here would have had the ring of truth for the 
Assyrian soldiers, whose own leaders had made such a prediction earlier (5:24). 

13. reliable information. Lit. “words of truth.” 

a way. Here the reader is given a foretaste of Judith’s way with words, a skill which 
will be so evident and amusing in chap. 11. Her word “way” (Gk odos = Heb drk) is 
clever and deliberately ambiguous here; for to the soldiers it could be taken either as a 
secret route or a secret strategy. But in either case, it was not for them to decide but 
rather to make sure that Holofemes himself could by their bringing Judith to him 
quickly and unharmed. 

without risking life or limb of his men. Lit. “not one body or life of his men will be 
missing." What better prospect could be offered to soldiers than the promise of success 
without death or even injury! 

14. they were much struck by her beauty. Cf. v 7. Judith’s disarming beauty has just 
claimed its first victims among the enemy. Now the Assyrians are only captivated by 
Judith; later they will be killed by her (chap, 15). 

15. and deliver you into his hands. With this verse, the irony in Judith has begun in 
earnest. The sentries say Judith has saved her life by being delivered into Holofemes’ 
hands, when, in actual fact, she will save her life by taking Holofemes into her hands. 
Unfortunately, the irony of this passage is considerably reduced in such translations as 
the SG’s “until they deliver you into his charge.” 


Comment 


Scholars agree that it has taken considerable time and space for the storyteller 
to have Judith get the elders’ permission to undertake her secret plan (chap. 
8) and to prepare herself spiritually for carrying it out (chap. 9). But once 
those fifty verses are behind the reader, the rest of Judith moves with great 
speed, primarily because the author has his heroine always moving quickly 



and decisively. Here in chap. 10, for instance, Judith promptly makes herself 
as beautiful as possible, sees to it that she can continue to observe her dietary 
laws in the Assyrian camp, says good-bye to the elders, leaves Bethulia, and 
falls into the hands of the enemy—all this in just the first eleven verses! 

To fantasize in the safety of one’s home about how one will deal with the 
enemy is one thing; to have to deal with the enemy face to face is quite 
another. In Judith’s first encounter with the Assyrians, the author shows his 
readers that she is up to the task. The brevity and shrewdness of her immedi¬ 
ate response to her captors proves that Judith was not intimidated by her 
frightful predicament, i.e., two helpless young women caught in the middle of 
nowhere, in the dead of night, by rough Assyrian soldiers. Nor was Judith the 
least bit unnerved by their rapid-fire interrogation (v 12a). In order that she 
not be detained or abused by them, Judith immediately made the soldiers an 
offer they could not refuse, namely, she assured them that she had reliable, 
inside information which assured risk-free success for the Assyrians, and that 
only their general should hear it (vv 12-13). What soldier in his right mind 
would have delayed, let alone abused, such a messenger! 

By her beauty and intelligence Judith gained more than just the soldiers’ 
permission to go on to Holofemes: she had so won their trust and good will 
that they offered her helpful advice on how to succeed with Holofemes (vv 
14-17). Thus the irony in Judith continues: captive Judith captured her cap- 
tors. 



XI. Judith Goes to Holofernes Himself 
and Presents “Inside” Information 
(10:18-11:23 [Vg 10:17-11:21]) 


10 18 There was a general stir throughout the camp as word of her 

arrival spread from tent to tent. And they came and crowded around 
her as she stood outside Holofernes’ tent until they told him about her. 
19 They were struck by her beauty;” and judging by her, they specu¬ 
lated on the Israelites, saying to one another, “Who can despise these 
people when they have such women among them? It is not wise to let a 
single male of theirs survive; for if they are let go, they will be able to 
beguile the whole world!” 

20 Then Holofernes’ bodyguard and all his personal servants came 
out and led her into the tent. 21 Holofernes was resting on his bed 
under a canopy, which was woven of purple, gold, emeralds, and other 
precious stones. 22 When they had announced her, he came out into 
the front part of the tent, preceded by '’silver lamps. 1 " 23 When Judith 
came before him and his attendants, all were struck by her beautiful 
face. 

When she had prostrated herself and done obeisance to him, his 
servants helped her to her feet. 11 1 Then Holofernes said to her, 

“Courage, woman! Don’t be afraid. For I have never hurt anyone who 
chose to serve Nebuchadnezzar, king of the whole world. 2 But as for 
your people who occupy the hill country, if they had not insulted me, I 
would not have raised my spear against them. They brought this upon 
themselves! 3 In any event/ tell me, why did you run away from them 
and come to us? You are safe now. Don’t worry; you will live through 
this night and for a long while to come, 4 for no one is going to hurt 
you. Rather, you will be well treated, just like all the servants of my 
lord, King Nebuchadnezzar.” 

5 “Accept the words of your servant,” said Judith to him; “permit 


LXX k , OL, and Syr add “and they accepted her words because they were good.” 

LXX*. OL s , Syr “very many silver lamps, and they brought her to him.” 

LXX “And now.” 



your maidservant to speak to you, and I will say nothing false to my 
lord this night. 6 And if you follow the advice of your maidservant, 
God will accomplish something through you, and my lord will not fail 
to achieve his ends. 7 For I swear by Nebuchadnezzar, king of all the 
earth, and by the might of him who has sent you to correct every 
person, that because of you not only do human beings serve him, but 
so also the beasts of the field, the cattle, and the birds of the heavens. 
‘'Thanks to you/ Nebuchadnezzar and all his house shall prosper. 
8 For we have heard of your wisdom and your adroitness. The whole 
world knows that you, above all others in the kingdom, are brave, 
experienced, and dazzling in the arts of war. 

9 “We have also heard Achior’s account of the advice he offered in 
your war council; for the men of Bethulia rescued him, and he told 
them everything he had said to you. 10 Don’t ignore his advice, my 
lord and master, but take it to heart. For it is true: our nation cannot 
be punished nor can the sword subdue them, unless they sin against 
their God. 11 But as it is, my lord need not be exposed or unsuccessful, 
and death will fall upon them. Sin has them in its power; and they are 
about to enrage their God when they commit a sacrilege. 12 Because 
their food supply is exhausted and their water almost gone, they have 
resolved to kill their cattle.' Moreover, they have decided to consume 
all that God in his laws has forbidden them to eat. 13 They have de¬ 
cided to eat the firstfruits of the grain and the tithes of wine and oil 
which they had consecrated and reserved for the priests who officiate 
in the presence of our God at Jerusalem, even though it is not lawful 
for any of the laity' so much as to touch these things with their hands. 

14 They have sent men to Jerusalem to get* permission from the Coun¬ 
cil, because even there the people have been doing the same things. 

15 The result will be that when They get permission* and they act upon 
it, on that day they will be given to you to be destroyed. 

16 “Knowing all this, I, your servant, made my escape from their 
presence. God has sent me to accomplish with you things which will 
astonish the whole world whenever people hear about them. 17 For 
your servant is devout and serves the God of Heaven night and day. So 
I will remain with you now, my lord; and every night your servant will 

■^LXX "through your strength.” 

'OL, Vg, and ntidrashim add "and to drink their blood"; see note. 

' LXX "the people." 

'So LXX (Gk metakomisanias). Elh, and Syr; metoikisantas of LXX AB makes no sense here. 

*"* LXX "it is announced to them.” 
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go out into the valley and pray to God, and he will tell me when they 
have perpetrated their offenses. 18 1 will then come and report it to 
you; and you shall march out with your whole army, and there won’t 
be a single one of them to resist you. 19 1 will guide you through the 
heart of Judea until you reach Jerusalem; and I will set your throne' 
right in the middle of her. You will lead them like sheep that have no 
shepherd! Nor will a dog so much as growl at you! I have been given 
foreknowledge of this; it was announced to me, and I was sent to tell 
you.” 

20 Her words delighted Holofemes and all his attendants. They were 
struck by her wisdom and exclaimed, 21 “In terms of beauty and 
brains, there is not another woman like this from one end of the earth 
to the other!” 22 Then Holofemes said to her, “God did well to send 
you before the people to give strength to our hands and destruction to 
those who insulted my lord. 23 You are both beautiful and eloquent. If 
you do as you have promised, your god shall be my god; and you shall 
live in King Nebuchadnezzar’s palace and be famous throughout the 
world.” 

' LXX diphon, "chariot seat,” which LXX Nd * mr> regard as figurative for “throne” (ihronon). 


Notes 


10:18. a general stir: Lit. “a running together” (Gk sundrome). This is one of the 
many rare words in Judith, occurring in the LXX only here and in 3 Macc 3:8. 

word of her arrival. The importance of the event and the impression it had upon the 
soldiers in the camp is underscored by the Greek translator’s choice of the word 
parousia, a term regularly used for the arrival of a distinguished personage such as a 
god or king (see LSJ, p. 1343; also H. K, McArthur, “Parousia,” IDB, III, 658-61). 

19. they speculated on. Lit. “they wondered at” (ethaumazon). 

It is not wise [kalon , “good”]. Like the skilled magician who gets his audience to 
look where he wants them to look rather than where they should, the author, ironi¬ 
cally enough, has the soldiers turn their attention to the threat posed by Israelite 
males when, in point of fact, it was a female of the species that bore watching. To be 
sure, because Judith was so beautiful, we may assume that the Assyrians continued to 
study her throughout her stay in camp, but beguiled (katasophisasthai, “outwitted”) 
by her beauty, they did not see what she was really about. 

20. bodyguard. Lit. “those who sleep beside," which could also refer to Holofemes’ 
most trusted companions (so RSV) or his ministers (so Syr). 
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21. a canopy [konopioj. Invented in Egypt for protection against gnats (Gk kondps) 
and other insects, such netting was regarded by the author as a prized possession (cf. 
13:15; 16:19) and, possibly, as a symbol of self-indulgence and decadence. At least that 
is the way the Latin poet Horace regarded such netting (Epodes 9.16; see also Herodo¬ 
tus, Hist. 2.95). While the net now protected Holofemes’ entire body, later it would 
protect only his decapitated head (cf. 13:9-10, 15). 

22. the front part of the lent. Befitting such an important general, the tent had 
several sections, or "rooms” (cf. 13:1-3; 14:14-15; Isa 54:2). 

preceded by silver tamps. Because it was night, Holofemes needed light, of course; 
but the mention of silver lamps is the author's way of subtly emphasizing Holofemes’ 
wealth and power. 

23. Some of the midrashim delight in expounding at this point on Holofemes’ 
thoughts and feelings on seeing Judith for the first time. For details, see Dubarle, 
Judith: Formes et sens. I, 80-84; II, 98-177. 

11:1. Courage, woman! Don’t be afraid. These words notwithstanding, Judith, in 
sharp contrast to Queen Esther of the LXX, does not appear particularly distressed or 
afraid at the beginning of her fateful audience (see comment ii, pp. 212-13). 

I have never hurt anyone who chose to serve Nebuchadnezzar. Holofemes’ protesta¬ 
tions of his innocence and fair dealings might have come as a surprise to certain 
peoples who had already tasted his “just” treatment (2:10; 3:7-8). 

2. not have raised my spear against. I.e., would not have punished. Enslin’s sugges¬ 
tion (pp. 134-35) that this is the idiom which occurs in 2 Sam 23:18 and Jer 43:10 ( = 
50:10 of LXX, where "canopy” is replaced by “weapons”) seems incorrect. 

3. You are safe now. Lit. "you have come for safety.” The phrase may mean “you 
have saved your life” (so NEB); but see 10:15, where a different Hebrew verb seems to 
have been used. 

Don’t worry. Lit. "be brave/confident.” 

and for a long while to come [kai eis to loipon]. Lit. “and for the rest”; cf 2 Macc 
11:19. Judith's safety, Holofemes was assuring her, was not to be short-lived. Judith is 
safe: Holofemes is the one who is in danger now! 

4. you will be well treated. As Alonso-Schokel has so well observed, Holofemes 

begins his speech in a protective tone and ends with a display of magnanimity (iv 1- 

4, 23). Judith nourishes his sensuality and vanity as two allies, as a fifth column 

within the fortress; in her presence something within the general is violently stirred 

and agitated, (p. 9) 

5. / will say nothing false to my lord. With her opening words, Judith deliberately 
used the ambiguous term “lord,” which can be interpreted as referring to the general 
(and so Holofemes obviously understood it) or to God, inasmuch as Judith would not 
lie to the Lord. Judith used this ambiguous word several times in her first interview 
with Holofemes. To say that she preferred to equivocate rather than deliberately to lie 
is to miss the point. Humor, not moral compunctions, dictated the author’s choice of 
words here; for Judith had no compunctions against lying to Holofemes (see her 
petition in 9:13 for “a beguiling tongue”). Rather, the author delighted in the irony of 
it all; here, for instance, so powerful and confident is Holofemes that it never occurred 
to him to look behind the face of this beautiful woman. Samuel almost made the same 
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mistake of judging a person's capability by his outward appearance (see 1 Sam 16:1 — 

!3). 

Commenting on this particular verse, Dancy observed: “If it is legitimate to kill in 
war, it can hardly be wrong to lie” (p. 109). Moreover, while it is clear that many 
biblical writers had no difficulty in accepting the view that “the end justifies the 
means” (cf. Judg 3:20-21; 4:18-21; 1 Sam 21:13-15; 27:5-11), Ball’s lament of nearly 
a century ago seems, after two world wars, even more valid today: “Even the modem 
world has been slow in attaining to the conviction that not everything is fair in war” 
(p. 332). For more on the morality or ethical standards of the author, see comment i, 

p. 212. 

6. God will accomplish. What greater assistance could Judith offer Holofemes than 
that: divine help! 

my lord will not fail. Once again the correct interpretation of Judith’s promise is 
dependent upon the proper identification of the ambiguous word “lord.” Here again 
Holofemes quite naturally understood the term as referring to himself, while, in point 
of fact, Judith really meant that, thanks to Holofemes, her God would accomplish a 
marvelous thing for her people. The classicist is immediately reminded here of that 
famous incident in Herodotus where King Croesus of Lydia, upon learning from the 
Delphian Oracle “If you cross the Halys River a mighty empire will fall," did so, 
thinking that the empire referred to was Persia, only to realize just before he was 
killed that the empire in question was his own (Hist. 1.53.71.86). 

As in 11:5, this double entendre is the result of literary (i.e., its humorous effect) 
rather than moral considerations; for Judith promptly concocted a bold-faced lie to 
explain why she had come to Holofemes’ camp (11:12-16). Double entendres are but 
one of the many aspects of irony, a subject discussed briefly in the INTRODUCTION, pp. 
78-85, and in great detail by Good, Irony in the Old Testament. 

7. / swear by Nebuchadnezzar . . . and [his] might. Lit. “as Nebuchadnezzar lives 
. . . and his might lives.” Cf. Jdt 2:12; 12:4; 13:16. For similar asseverations, see Judg 
8:19; 1 Sam 14:45; 25:26; 28:10; 2 Sam 11:11; and Ezek 17:16. Judith gains Holofer- 
nes’ trust by solemnly swearing by what was most sacred to him, namely, his lord 
Nebuchadnezzar and his might, all of which Judith regards as having no authority for 
herself. What a masterful stroke of irony! 

to correct every person [psuches] Evidently the allusion here is to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
charge to Holofemes to bring into line the disobedient and rebellious nations of the 
West (cf. 2:6-7, 10). 

not only do human beings [anthropoi] serve him. While virtually all English transla¬ 
tions render anthropoi here as "men” without any sexist intent, i.e., in the generic 
sense of “mankind," the true meaning of the Greek word is best expressed here by 
such terms as “humans,” “human beings,” or “people.” 

but also the beasts of the field, the cattle, and the birds of the heavens [serve him]. 
Judith, with a perfectly straight face, is mocking Holofemes, the possible influence of 
Dan 2:37-38 and Jer 27:4-7 on this passage notwithstanding. 

Nebuchadnezzar . . . shall prosper [lit. "shall live”]. Here the Gk verb zad = Heb 
hyh, “prosper" (cf. 2 Sam 16:16; 1 Kgs 1:25). 

8. you, above all others [lit. “you alone”] . . . are brave, experienced, and dazzling. 
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Here Judith's flattery, which at first glance might seem excessive or too sweeping to be 
effective, was evidently proportionate to Holofernes’ vanity (so Soubigou, p. 551). 

10. Don't ignore his [i.e., Achior’s] advice. As D. R. Dumm has so aptly observed, 
"an ironic situation in which the victim encourages the executioner” (Jerome Biblical 
Commentary, p, 627). 

nor can the sword subdue them, unless they sin. This is a major conviction in Judith. 
For the author, “sinning" can be either moral or ritual in character. 

11. a sacrilege [atopianj. Modern English translations fail to capture both the seri¬ 
ousness and the specificity of Judith’s charge with their bland renderings of the Gk 
atopia (RSV: “what is wrong”; NEB: “They do wrong”; SG: "when they shall do 
what they should not”). A hapax legomenon in the LXX and NT, atopia. lit. “being 
out of the way,” is defined by Judith in vv 12-15 in terms of stealing or desecrating 
sacred things, i.e., sacrilege (cf. also LSJ, p. 272). A serious charge in any religion in 
any time or place, sacrilege by the Israelites has not been previously mentioned in 
Judith and so is presumably a bold-faced lie on Judith's part, albeit a clever one. 

12. to kill their cattle. While a Jewish reader might have understood this phrase to 
have included eating the fat and drinking the blood of the cattle, both of which were 
strictly forbidden to the Jew (see Lev 3:16-17; 17:10-14; 1 Sam 14:31-34), it is un¬ 
likely that a Gentile like Holofernes would have been aware of this particular taboo 
without having it explained as such. While that may be the reason for the Latin 
versions' having the explanatory addition (“and to drink their blood”), the Latin 
variant may actually be a survival of the original rather than a gloss inasmuch as the 
midrash (and presumably also Jerome’s Aramaic text) had the same reading. 

Commenting on this verse, Alonso-Schokel wrote of Judith: “She enters into a 
disquisition on the sacred and the profane in Jewish religion, leading [Holofernes] into 
a world where he is weak and confused, a world where she can play the irreplaceable 
counselor. At a deeper level the author may be denouncing the collaborationist 
party.” (pp. 9f.) 

13. firstfruits . . . and the tithes . . . reserved for the priests. Cf. Num 18. 

not lawful ... to touch . . . with their hands. If this be the expression of an 
actual Pharisaic prohibition (so Barucq, p. 56), there is, according to Dancy (p. 110), 
no record of such even in late rabbinic tradition. Like some other practices mentioned 
in Judith (cf. 4:12), it is most likely an expression of so-called “Oriental exaggeration.” 

Holofernes need not have believed or even understood Judith's religious views. It 
was enough for him that she believed them, to the extent that she was willing to betray 
her people. 

14. to get permission from the Council. Although also arriving at the same conclu¬ 
sion that physical survival took precedence over unquestioning observance of the Law, 
Mattathias and his followers did not ask the Council for its permission but assumed 
full responsibility for their decision (see 1 Macc 2:31-41). That the road from Bethulia 
to Jerusalem was open is another indication that Holofernes was attacking from the 
north. 

even there the people . . . doing the same things. Judging from the content of the 
rest of Judith, we may safely conclude that this was an outright lie. Moreover, Judith's 
ancient readers would have understood its function in the story and so would not have 
been offended by it. Dancy’s view (p. 71) that this assertion was resented by the 
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Pharisees and so contributed to the book’s exclusion from the Jewish canon seems 
improbable (see introduction, pp. 86-87). 

15. The result will be. Lit. “it shall be.” As Enslin (p. 140) rightly pointed out, the 
Greek is not a simple future tense but expresses the sure and certain fulfillment of the 
divine intent, equivalent to “Thus says the Lord.” 

16. to accomplish with you things. The phrase “with you [Gk meta sou]” is deliber¬ 
ately ambiguous. Holofernes naturally understood it in the positive sense of “through 
you/by your efforts,” whereas, Judith was actually using the phrase in the sense of 
“against you.” As in 11:6 (see notes), the author was introducing some humor into 
the scene rather than trying to protect Judith from the moralistic charge that she had 
deliberately lied to Holofernes. 

17. devout [theosebesj Cf. 8:31; also Job 1:1, 8 of the LXX. 

/ will . . . go out . . . and pray. Judith makes no mention here of her nightly bath 
(12:7), the latter a “detail of fact” which looms large in certain later Jewish accounts 
(see introduction, pp. 103-4 and 105-6). 

God . . . will tell [Gk ereij me. Judith does not specify in exactly what form her 
information will come. Not surprisingly, a later Jewish version makes her “a daughter 
of the prophets” (see introduction, p. 106). 

19. sheep that have no shepherd! For Babylonians and Assyrians, as well as for 
Israelites, “shepherd” was used sometimes to refer to kings or leaders (cf. Num 27:17; 
1 Kgs 22:17; Ezek 34:1-10; ANET ! , p. 89; and G. E. Wright, BA 2 [1939]: 44-48). It 
will be Holofernes' people, not Judith’s, that will be “sheep without a shepherd”! 

Nor will a dog so much as growl at you! Lit. “a dog will not speak against you with 
its tongue,” i.e., you will meet no resistance (cf. Exod 11:7 and Josh 10:21). 

/ have been given foreknowledge of this . . . and I was sent. While only hinting here 
of the possession of a prophetic gift, Judith actually makes such explicit claims in the 
midrash: “All this was told me in the visions of God.” 

21. beauty and brains. Lit. “loveliness of face and wisdom of words.” 

22. before [emprosthenj the people. The meaning of this is most unclear. While the 
phrase “the people” probably refers to the inhabitants of Bethulia (so OL s , the JB’s 
"ahead of your people,” and the NEB’s “out from your people”), the phrase can also 
be interpreted as referring to Holofernes and those assembled with him. In either case, 
Holofernes’ claim in v 22 is ironic; for Judith’s arrival actually begins the destruction 
of Holofernes and the deliverance of Israel. 

23. your god shall be my god. Cf. Ruth 1:16. Filled with high spirits and amorous 
intentions, Holofernes will say anything to please Judith (cf. 6:2). Knowing that once 
hostile Gentiles sometimes were reputed to have accepted Yahweh as God (e.g., Naa- 
man in 2 Kgs 5:17; and Heliodorus in 2 Macc 3), some scholars have debated whether 
Holofernes was being sincere here (so Lamparter, p. 170) or just polite (Soubigou, p. 
554). 

In keeping with the ironic character of the book of Judith, D. N. Freedman offers a 
curious interpretation: “Maybe Holofernes really means the reverse of what he says, 
namely, that her coming over to the Assyrian side means that she has abandoned her 
God and accepted his [i.e., Nebuchadnezzar]. The two would have the same god." 
(private correspondence with this writer) However, if the story is ultimately fictitious, 
then such debate is fruitless. Besides, the main point of v 23 is not the possible 
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conversion of Holofernes but the certainty of his downfall, he being completely under 
Judith’s spell. And “spell” is the correct word here, for as Montague has so rightly 
observed: "Her beauty is hypnotic. . . . The general is mesmerized both by Judith’s 
beauty and by her promise of aid.” (Books of Esther and Judith, pp. 18-19) 
you shall ... be famous throughout the world. Holofernes never knew how truly 
he spoke! 


Comment I 


Any reservations the first-time reader might have had about Judith’s ability 
to deal with Holofernes were certainly dispelled by the preceding section. For 
in the presence of a man who had life-and-death power over her, Judith 
conducted herself most masterfully. From Holofernes' point of view, this 
beautiful woman had shown herself to be appropriately respectful and im¬ 
pressed with him (see 10:18-11:1, 5, 7-8), yet not so awed as to be unduly 
timid or indirect in advising him: “Accept the words of your servant” (11:5); 
"Don’t ignore [Achior’s] advice ... but take it to heart. For it is true” 
(v 10); “I have been given foreknowledge of this ... I was sent to tell you” 
(v 19). Finally, Judith not only promised Holofernes success with the Israel¬ 
ites (11:6, 18-19)—but maybe even with herself (cf. 12:12, 16)1 

But if Holofernes saw the scene in that way, the reader is given a far 
different picture. To the reader, Judith showed herself to be almost the exact 
opposite of what Holofernes had envisioned. Actually, Judith was not only 
sarcastic (11:7-8) and equivocal (vv 5, 6, 16) but also dishonest. In fact, of the 
fifteen verses of her speech, only one of them contains unequivocal truth, 
namely, 11:9: “We have also heard Achior’s account of the advice he offered 
in your war council; for the men of Bethulia rescued him, and he told them 
everything he had said to you.” Certainly it is Judith’s cleverness rather than 
her beauty which strikes the reader. Unfortunately for Holofernes, he was the 
victim of both! 


Comment II 

Regardless of what fears or anxieties Judith might have had earlier (see 9:2, 4, 
9-10, 12), in her audience with Holofernes she appears to have been in com¬ 
plete control of the situation, the reassuring words of Holofernes in 11:1 and 
4 notwithstanding. In this respect, she is reminiscent of Queen Esther, who in 
the MT also evidenced little or no outward signs of stress during her fateful 
appearance before the king: 
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So it was that on the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stopped in the 
inner court of the palace, opposite the royal apartment. The king was seated on his 
throne in the throne room, facing the building’s entrance. Finally, when the king 
noticed Queen Esther standing in the court, she won his favor; and the king ex¬ 
tended to Esther the gold scepter that he was holding. Then Esther came up and 
touched the tip of the scepter. The king then said to her, “What do you want, 
Queen Esther? What is your petition? Even if it be half my kingdom, you may have 
it.” 

"If it please the king," said Esther, “let the king come with Haman today to a 
dinner that 1 have prepared for him.” (Esth 5:1-4) 

However, according to Add Esth D 1-15 of the LXX version of Esther, the 
situation was quite different: 

1 On the third day, when she had finished praying, she took off the clothing of a 
suppliant and dressed herself in splendid attire. 2 After she had called upon the all- 
seeing God and savior, she, looking absolutely radiant, took two maids, 3 leaning 
daintily on the one, 4 while the other followed carrying her train. 5 She was radiant, 
in the prime of her beauty, and her face was assured as one who knows she is loved, 
but her heart was pounding with fear. 

6 When she had passed through all the doors, she stood before the king. He was 
seated on his royal throne, arrayed in all his splendid attire, all covered with gold 
and precious stones—a most formidable sight! 7 Raising his face, flushed with color, 
he looked at her in fiercest anger. The queen stumbled, turned pale and fainted, 
keeling over on the maid who went before her. 

* But God changed the king’s spirit to gentleness. The king leaped down from his 
throne in alarm and took her up in his arms until she revived. He comforted her 
with reassuring words, 9 saying to her, “What’s the matter, Esther? I’m your 
brother. Relax. 10 You’re not going to die! This practice applies only to our subjects. 
11 Come here!” 12 Then he raised his gold scepter and tapped her neck; he hugged 
her and said, “Talk to me!" 

13 “My lord,” she said, “I saw you like an angel of God, and I was upset by your 
awesome appearance. 14 For you are wonderful, my lord, and your face is full of 
graciousness.” 

15 And as she spoke, she sagged with relief. The king was upset, and all his court 
tried to reassure her. (italics added) 

As with other sections of Judith and Esther, there are some striking parallels 
between the two accounts, especially between Judith and the LXX version of 
Esther, namely: 

Both women undertook their fateful audiences with their male benefactors only 
after praying to God (Jdt 9; Add Esth C 12-30; D 1-2). 

Each woman was accompanied by a trusted female attendant (Gk abra). (In the 
Greek version, Esther had two maids with her when she appeared before the king 
[Add Esth D 2], while in the MT she appeared alone.) 
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In both Judith and the LXX account of Esther, the male protagonists felt con¬ 
strained to speak reassuring words to our heroines (Jdt 11:1-4; Add Esth D 8-12, 

16). 

In both accounts, the heroines resorted to shameless flattery (Jdt 11:7-8, 16; Add 

Esth D 13-14). 

The most striking similarity between Judith and the Greek Esther is that 
both women were ultimately relying upon the Lord God. (In the MT, God is 
nowhere mentioned in the book of Esther; but Esther’s reliance upon him is 
nonetheless implicit [see AB 7B, p. 52],) 

Given these parallels between Judith and the Greek Esther, a few scholars 
have speculated on the possible influence of one upon the other. Unfortu¬ 
nately, there has been no detailed analysis of the issue, or at least the present 
writer is unaware of such. Crucial to an analysis would be a prior decision as 
to the nature and date of the Additions to Esther in general, and of Addition 
D in particular. 

The six extended passages of the Greek version of Esther (107 verses), 
which have no counterpart in the Hebrew text, are commonly called the 
Additions (or Adds). 15 ' Both the external and internal evidence indisputably 
indicate that these six Additions were not originally a part of the Esther-story 
but were added later, and at different times. Included in the external evi¬ 
dence, for instance, is the absence of these Additions in such ancient Semitic 
translations as the Talmud, Targums, and the Syr. 1 ” As for the internal 
evidence, while the narrative in the MT is an intelligible and consistent 
whole, the Greek Additions contradict the MT at a number of points (for 
details, see AB 44, notes and comments, passim). 

But if scholars are almost unanimous in believing that the Additions are 
secondary, there is still considerable debate as to the Additions' authorship, 
date, and original language/s of composition. That Additions B and E (i.e., 
the texts of the two royal edicts) were originally composed in Greek is almost 
universally accepted, while the view that Additions A, C, D, and F are Greek 
translations of Semitic texts—the position taken by the present writer—is still 
a matter of some dispute. (For details on this as well as many other matters 
relating to the Additions to Esther, see AB 44, pp. 150-252.) 

1,1 While the textual designations for these Additions have varied over the years among schol¬ 
arly editions and texts, they are frequently referred to as follows: Add A ( = Vg 11:2-12:6): 
Mordecai’s dream (vv 1-11) and his discovery of a plot against the king (vv 12-17); Add B ( = 
Vg 13:1-7): the text of the royal edict against the Jews (vv 1-7); Add C ( = Vg 13:8-14:19); the 
prayers of Mordecai (vv 1-11) and of Esther (vv 12-30); Add D ( = Vg 15:4-19): Esther's 
unannounced appearance before the king (vv 1-16); Add E ( = Vg 16:1-24): the text of the 
second royal edict (vv 1-24); Add F 1-10 ( = Vg 10:4-13): the interpretation of Mordecai's 
dream; Add F 11 ( = Vg 11:1): the colophon to the Greek version of Esther. 

1,1 A Hebrew version of some of these Additions does exist, but it was made in the Middle 
Ages (see AB 44. p. 154, n, 3). 
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Unlike Additions B and E, Addition D is so simple and straightforward 
that, a priori, it could quite easily be a Greek translation of a Semitic text. 
More important, as Torrey has pointed out (HTR 37 [1944]: 8), chariton 
meston, “full of graciousness,” in D 14 presupposes Aram ml' r‘t\ inasmuch 
as the corresponding passage in the AT of Esther has metron idrotos, “a 
measure of perspiration.”'” Undoubtedly the best reason for believing that 
Addition D had a Semitic Vorlage is the work of R. A. Martin, who, on the 
basis of syntax criticism, has shown that such was the case (JBL 94 [1975]: 
65-72). As for when the Semitic form of Addition D was first written, on the 
one hand, it (like the other Additions) was obviously composed after the 
Hebrew Esther; on the other hand, it was certainly part of the Esther-story by 
no later than a.d. 93, that being the date for the appearance of Josephus’s 
Jewish Antiquities, where Addition D is paraphrased. 

The existence of a Semitic Vorlage for Addition D is important for estab¬ 
lishing any possible relationship between Judith and the LXX Esther because 
the Greek vocabulary and style of Judith and the LXX Esther are sufficiently 
dissimilar so that the question of whether one was inspired by the other does 
not cogently arise. Or, to put the matter somewhat differently, if there was 
any influence of the one story or scene upon the other, then it would have 
been during their Semitic stage, not their Greek. Such a conclusion is a mixed 
blessing. For, on the one hand, the possible influence of one account on the 
other remains a real possibility in spite of the fact that their Greek style and 
vocabulary do not justify such a view; on the other hand, since we lack the 
original Semitic texts for Judith and the Additions to Esther, the question of 
possible influence of one Semitic text upon the other seems insolvable. 

Nonetheless, the present writer is disposed to speculate that if there was 
any influence in the Semitic stage, it seems more likely that, in the case of 
Addition D at least, Judith inspired Addition D rather than vice versa. The 
principal reason for his saying this is that virtually every verse in Judith’s 
audience with Holofemes is integral (“indispensable” might be a better word) 
to the plot, whereas Addition D, in comparison to Esth 5:1-4 of the MT, 
“only” increases the scene’s dramatic interest and underlines the religious 
motif. However, if Addition D was inspired by Judith, that inspiration was 
most fateful because Addition D is, unquestionably, the dramatic climax of 
the Greek Esther (especially God’s miraculous transformation of the king’s 
mood in D 8), whereas in the Hebrew account the establishment of Purim 
(chap. 9) is the main consideration, Finally, the sharp contrast between 


" ‘ Since Codex Vaticanus (or LXX°) is usually regarded as the best extant text of the LXX of 
Esther, the LXX version of Esther is often referred to by scholars as the "B-lext," in distinction 
to the "A-text” of Esther, which is generally regarded as the “Lucianic recension" of the LXX. 
In point of fact, however, the A-text of Esther (in contrast to the A-lext of other biblical books) is 
not part of the Lucianic recension but a separate translation of the Hebrew (for details, see AB 
44, pp. 162-65). But see also Emanuel Tov, Textus 10 (1982): 1-25. 
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Judith’s inner feelings and outward conduct and those of Esther has a logical 
basis: Esther had to rely more on the capricious king’s goodwill and affection, 
while Judith was appealing more to Holofernes’ intelligence and self-interest. 
Consequently, Judith more than Esther had to project for her male protago¬ 
nist a confident and self-assured image. 



XII. Judith as a Guest of Holofernes 
(12:1-9 [Vg 12:1-9]) 


12 1 He then ordered them to bring her into where his silver dinner- 

ware was set out and to serve her from his own delicacies and wine. 
2 But Judith said, “I will eat none of that lest it be an offense to God. 
Besides, I have enough with what I brought with me.” 3 But Holofer¬ 
nes said to her, “But if you run out of what you have, how can we get 
you more of the same? For there is no one of your nationality" here 
among us.” 6 4 Judith replied, “As sure as you live, my lord, your ser¬ 
vant will not exhaust her supplies before "the Lord God" accomplishes 
by my hand what he had planned.” 

5 Holofernes’ attendants then brought her into the tent, where 6 she 
slept until midnight. "Toward the morning watch" she got up 6 and sent 
word to Holofernes, saying, “Let my lord please give orders for your 
servant to be allowed to go out and pray.” 7 Holofernes then ordered 
his guards to let her pass. So she stayed in the camp three days, and 
each night she would go out into the valley of Bethulia and at the 
spring would bathe herself Trom the uncleanness 7 . 8 When she had 
finished bathing, she would pray to the Lord, the God of Israel, to 
guide her in her plan to deliver the children of her* people. 9 Having 
made herself ritually pure, she would go back and stay in the tent until 
her meal was brought to her in the evening. 


“ So LXX B ethnous; LXX AN genous; LXX n \ OL s laou. 

* LXX 1 *, OL, and Syr “who has such things." 

All texts and verss., except LXX B , have either “the Lord," “God," or both. 

' LXX “and.” 

"OL “before light." 

A, LXX and most verss. have "in the camp”; LXX"\ OL, and Syr omit; see NOTE. 
' So LXX A , most mins., Eth, and Syr; "his" in LXX BNS . 
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12:1. delicacies [opsopoiematon] The noun is a hapax legomenon in the LXX. The 
author would have his readers understand that Holofemes’ cuisine was appropriate 
for his silver service—and for a man of self-indulgent appetite. Judith, by contrast, ate 
simply and sparingly (see v 9). 

2. lest it be an offense [skandalon] to God. Lit. “that it not be an offense.” A 
"simple" and unsophisticated woman, Judith was, in effect, acknowledging to Holo- 
fernes that she did not know what his fancy foods were and whether they were 
prohibited to the Israelites. So, to “play it safe," she would not eat or drink any of it 
(cf. 12:19). 

Here, most scholars miss a major reason for Judith's taking the position she did. 
Either, like Ball (p. 337), they devote space to commenting on Judith's ethical priori¬ 
ties or “strange scruples” (i.e., she would not eat unkosher food, yet lied and equivo¬ 
cated without conscience); or scholars take the position that such “details of fact" are 
justifiable on strictly literary or dramatic grounds (e g., “The [biblical] authors are 
storytellers, trying to tell a story effectively, not careful historians or professors of 
ethics arranging lists of ethical demands in the exact order of importance" [Enslin, 
p. 144]). While Enslin is certainly correct, Judith’s position here nonetheless fulfills a 
very specific purpose, namely, by scrupulously avoiding any prohibited foods, Judith 
was confirming for Holofernes the sincerity of her offer. In other words, Holofernes 
would now believe that Judith felt so strongly about obeying dietary laws that she 
could actually betray her own people if they ignored such prohibitions (11:12-13). To 
accept his explanation for Judith's not eating any of Holofernes' food in no way denies 
the importance of ka.<rut for the author, a view shared by other writers of the first and 
second centuries b.c. and a.d. (see Add Esth C 28 [Vg 14:17]; Dan 1:8; Tob 1:10-11; 1 
Macc 1:62-63; 2 Macc 5:27; 6:18-7:2). 

4. As sure as you live [ze e psuche sou], Cf. 2:12; 11:7. Although a mild asseveration 
in the OT (cf. 2 Sam 11:11; Hos 4:15; Amos 8:14), the expression is obviously ironic 
for anyone who already knows the Judith-story. 

accomplishes by my hand [poiese en cheiri mou} The rendering of this phrase by the 
JB ("will have used me to accomplish") and the NEB ("accomplishes through me") 
deprives the first-time reader of the story of a subtle foreshadowing of events, i.e., 
something will be done by Judith’s hand! 

5. Toward the morning [eothinen] watch. Cf. Exod 14:24. Here the author gives us, 
perhaps, a slight clue for dating the narrative. He subscribes here to the OT's three- 
watch system for dividing the night (see Judg 7:19), which was used by Palestinian 
Jews until it was superseded in the Christian Era by the Greco-Roman four-watch 
system, as in Mark 13:35 ("Watch therefore—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening [opse], or at midnight [mesonuktionj, or at cock¬ 
crow [alektorophonias], or in the morning [proi]"}. 

6. be allowed to go out and pray. Such predawn praying is nowhere prescribed in 
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the OT; three times a day, with the first prayer being offered after dawn, was sufficient 
for such Jews as the distraught author of Psalm 55 and the pious Daniel (see Ps 55:17; 
Dan 6:10). Although Judith had earlier told Holofernes that she would be going out 
nightly into the valley to pray (11:17), either Holofernes had forgotten her request or 
had simply neglected to instruct his sentries about it. In the Vg, Judith’s request is 
made much earlier in the evening (Vg 12:4-6), rather than right before dawn. In any 
event, Judith's going out to pray while it was still dark not only provided her with 
additional strength and courage for carrying out her daring plan (see also 13:7), but by 
so doing Judith was also establishing a pattern, or escape route, for when she would 
need it (see 13:10). 

It should be noted that Judith made no mention here of the need for bathing or 
ablutions (but see vv 7 and 9), although in a Hebrew midrash reminiscent of the 
Judith-story, the heroine’s bathing represented her ritual cleansing at the end of her 
menstruation period, thereby making sexual intercourse possible (see INTRODUCTION, 
p. 104). 

7. would bathe herself [ebaptizeto]. Evidently Judith immersed herself in the water 
(so also v 8) rather than just sponged off. If so, Enslin regards this as one of the very 
few instances where baptizein refers to a purification bath, dipping being the normal 
means of purification (see Exod 30:17-21). 

from the uncleanness. The reading in the LXX and most ancient versions (i.e., “in 
the camp”) makes no sense. The place where Judith prayed each night had to be 
outside the camp proper, otherwise how could she have fled to Bethulia (cf. 13:11)? 
Therefore, the NEB (see also textual note H ) omits the phrase, evidently regarding it 
as a dittography of an identical phrase earlier in the verse, while the JB paraphrases 
the Greek (i.e., “Where the picket had been posted”), in accordance with 7:3, where 
the spring was near but still outside the camp proper. 

The reading adopted here follows that of Movers, who conjectured that the LXX’s 
en parembole, "in the camp,” was a misreading of Heb mhndh, “from the unclean¬ 
ness," as bmhnh, “in the camp." In keeping with this reading, Judith would have been 
cleansing herself from either menstruation (see Lev 15:19-30) or defilement by Gen¬ 
tiles (see Acts 10:28; see also Gedalyahu Alon, “Levitical Uncleanness,” pp. 146-89). 
Dancy believes that the earliest version of the folktale had the heroine cleansing 
herself from menstruation: “If the Jews can hold out for five more days, Judith can 
hold Holofernes off for that period, a day at a time” (p. 115). However, in the present 
form of the narrative, her bathing represented the ablutions prior to prayer. 

8. When she had finished bathing. Lit. “and she came up,” i.e., out of the water 
where she had immersed herself (v 7). 

9. her meal ... in the evening. By eating only one meal a day, Judith is more 
reminiscent here of David (see 2 Sam 3:35) than of Esther (cf. Esth 4:16). 
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Brief though this section is, it serves as a skillful transition between Judith’s 
first and final encounters with Holofemes (11:1-23 and 12:10-13:10, respec¬ 
tively). The contrasting characters of the two antagonists are subtly indicated 
by their respective attitudes toward food: Holofemes, the hedonist, dined on 
delicacies with expensive silver service (v 1), while the pious Judith ate only 
simple food (see 10:5; 12:2-4), and then only once a day (v 9). 

Just as in a chess game, where the moving of a piece may have several 
possible purposes, all legitimate, so Judith’s going outside the camp for 
nightly prayer had several meanings, all integral to the story. For Holofemes, 
her nightly pilgrimages were the necessary preliminaries to Judith’s finding 
out for him when he might attack Bethulia without incurring loss of life or 
limb (see 10:13; 11:17-18). For the first-time reader—and even for the reader 
who already knows the entire story—Judith’s praying in a remote place at 
night represented her understandable quest for courage and divine help. Fi¬ 
nally, while certainly regarding prayer as providing support and wisdom (see 
v 8), Judith, who alone at this point in the story knows what she intends to do 
by her own hand (v 4), also considered her nightly visits outside the camp as 
establishing her means of escape later on (see note on v 6). 



XIII. Filled with Lust and Wine, Holofernes 
Loses His Head to Judith 
(12:10-13:10 [Vg 12:10-13:12]) 


12 10 "On the fourth day Holofernes gave a party for his retinue' 1 only 

and invited none of his commanders. 11 He said to Bagoas', the eunuch 
in charge of his personal affairs, “Go ‘persuade’ the Hebrew woman 
who is in your care to join us, and to eat and drink with us. 12 For we 
will be disgraced if we let such a woman go without having her, be¬ 
cause if we do not make her, she will laugh at us.” 

1J Bagoas then withdrew from Holofernes’ presence and went to 
Judith and said, “May this lovely maid not hesitate to come before my 
lord to be honored in his presence and to enjoy drinking wine with us 
and act today like one of the Assyrian women who serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s palace.” 

14 “Who am I,” responded Judith, “that I should refuse my lord? I 
will do whatever he desires right away, and it will be something to 
boast of until my dying day.” 

15 So she proceeded to put on her dress and all her accessories. Her 
servant preceded her and spread on the ground opposite Holofernes 
the lambskins which Bagoas had provided for her daily use to recline 
on while eating. 

16 When Judith entered and lay down, Holofernes was beside him¬ 
self with desire, and his brain was reeling; and he was very eager to 
have relations with her. (From the day he had first seen her he had 
been watching for an opportunity to seduce 1 ' her.) 17 So Holofernes 
said to her, “Do have a drink. Enjoy yourself with us!” 

18 “I will indeed drink, my lord,” said Judith, “for today is the 
greatest day of my whole life.” 

19 Then she took what her servant had prepared, and ate and drank 
in his presence. 20 Holofernes was so delighted with her that he drank 

a LXX kai egeneto. 

b LXX doulois. “servants.” 

f Vg vagao. 

d LXX 01 , OL, Syr “meet”; see note. 
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a great deal of wine, much more than he had ever drunk on a single 
day since he was born. 13 1 It grew late, and his retinue' hurried 

away. Then Bagoas closed the tent from outside and dismissed those 
attending his lord, and they went to bed; for they were all very tired, 
since the party had lasted so long. 

2 So Judith was left alone in the tent with Holofemes sprawled on 
his bed, 2 dead drunk/ - 1 (Now Judith had instructed her servant to 
stand outside her bedroom and wait for her to come out as usual; for 
she had said she would be going out for her prayers. She had also said 
the same thing to Bagoas.) 4 So all had left them* and no one, either 
important or insignificant, was left in the bedroom. 

Then Judith, standing beside his bed*, prayed silently, “Lord, God 
of all power, look in this hour upon the work of my hands for the 
'greater glory' of Jerusalem, 5 for now is the opportunity to come to the 
aid of your inheritance, and to carry out my plan for the destruction 2 
of the enemies who have risen up against us.” 6 She went up to the 
bedpost by Holofernes’ head, and took down from it his sword; 7 and 
approaching the bed, she grabbed the hair of his head and said, “Lord* 
God of Israel, give me the strength, now!” 8 Then she struck at his 
neck twice with all her might, and chopped off his head. 9 Next, she 
rolled his body off the bed' and yanked the canopy from the poles. A 
moment later she went out and gave Holofemes’ head to her servant, 
10 who put it in her food sack. 

The two of them then went out, as they always did, “to pray.” They 
passed through the camp, bypassed that valley, and climbed up the 
slope to Bethulia and approached its gates. 


r See " above. 

A/ OL “drunk with wine*’; see notf.. 

1 “From his [LXX l, ‘ ,m »’\ OL»\ LXX* “Holofernes’ LXX AN , most mins., and Eth “her”] 
presence.” 

‘"Head” in LXX k , Eth, OL; Vg adds “praying in tears.” 

"'Gk up,soma, “elevation.” 

'So LXX 11 (thrauma); LXX AN and many mins, thrausma, “crushing.” 

‘ Only LXX nNuftl omit. 

'Eth and OL m add “on to the floor.” 
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Notes 


12:10. gave a party. Lit. "made a drinking party.” Compare 6:21, where the same 
Greek word, polos, is used. The truth of the old German saying Man ist, was man isst, 
“One is what one eats,” is well illustrated by the way the author has his characters use 
wine. For the polos of the men of Bethulia led to all-night prayer (6:21); Holofemes’ 
polos led to drunkenness and death (12:20; 13:2, 8). 

invited none of his commanders. Cf. 1 Macc 10:37. Inasmuch as the purpose of the 
evening's affair was the seduction of Judith (cf. 12:12), the smaller the number of 
people present, the better. Besides, surrounded by only his personal servants, Holofer- 
nes knew that he would appear more impressive than if his dashing fellow officers 
were also present. 

11. Bagoas. The name is Persian, but its meaning is uncertain. Some scholars would 
derive it from Old Pers baga, "god,” while others think it means “eunuch." In any 
case, several Persians of that name are known to us, including a general of Arlaxerxes 
II, Mnemon (404-358 B.c.), who later became governor of Jerusalem (Josephus, Ant. 
Jud. 11.7.1); and an influential advisor of Artaxerxes III, Ochus (358-338 B.c.), in the 
latter’s campaign against Phoenicia and Egypt who later became a king-maker (Di¬ 
odorus Siculus, Hist. 31.19.2—3; 16.47.4). However, according to Pliny (Natural His¬ 
tory 13.41), eunuchs were regularly called "Bagoas." In any event, there is no reason 
to think that either of these Persian leaders was intended here (but see introduc¬ 
tion, p. 55). 

12. without having [ouch omilesantes] her. I.e., without sexual intercourse. The 
GNB is reasonably faithful to both the spirit and the words with its “It would be a 
shame to pass up an opportunity to make love to a woman like that. If I don't try to 
seduce her, she will laugh at me." Such bowdlerized translations as “without enjoying 
[“having” in GS] her company" (so RSV, NEB, and SG) are true neither to the 
character and personality of Holofernes nor to the Greek itself. The verb omiled 
occurs also in Sus v 54, where it can refer only to sexual intercourse. After all, 
Susanna was being tried for adultery, not for indiscreet conduct. (For the various 
Greek terms for sexual intercourse in Susanna, see note on "So let us have you” in 
AB 44, p. 98.) 

if we do not make [me epispasomelha] her. I.e., have sexual intercourse with her. 
Doubtless this translation will strike some readers as needlessly coarse or too collo¬ 
quial. If so, then the reader might prefer one of the following: 

“if we do not draw her to us" (SG) 

“If we do not embrace her” (RSV) 

“without knowing her better” (JB) 

“if we do not win her favours” (NEB) 

However, the advantage to the proposed translation is twofold. First, the English verb 
“to make,” in its colloquial sense of "to have sexual relations,” combines both mean- 
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ings of the Ok verb epispao, “to allure," “to force." In other words, while epispad can 
be used for sexual seduction, it can also include rape. Both kinds of sexual behavior 
are subsumed under the colloquial expression “to make.” Second, the use of a collo¬ 
quial term, one especially filled with "healthy" realism and directness, is completely in 
keeping with the character and personality of Holofemes as developed by the author. 
After all. as was already seen in 6:2-5, Holofemes was a man of direct and blunt 
speech, given to braggadocio. Too often biblical translators bowdlerize and 
“genteelize” biblical words and phrases which are quite explicit in the original Hebrew 
or Greek. Where, for instance, but in a modern English translation of the Bible would 
an English reader encounter the word "harlot"? Anywhere else—in newspapers, mag¬ 
azines, or TV—the word “prostitute” or “whore" would be used. Biblical stories have 
survived, in part, because, quite rightly, they have been perceived as being honest and 
true to life, a perception which has not always been conveyed by sanitized translations 
of the Greek or Hebrew. 

13. May this lovely maid. The word “maid” (paidiske) is deliberately chosen here 
because of its ambiguous meaning in English, signifying as it does either a “maiden,” a 
fiatlering and honorific term, or a “servant," a term indicating a subordinate relation¬ 
ship. Paidiske not only includes both meanings but can also be applied to a prostitute 
(see LSJ, p. 1287)! Hence, Bagoas’s request is, at least in the Greek, a very polite but 
subtle “request" for Judith to serve Holofemes as fully as Nebuchadnezzar's palace 
women serve their king. Bagoas’s addressing Judith in the third person is an effective 
way of softening her command performance. All of this is lost in the NEB by recasting 
Bagoas’s request in the second person: “Bagoas . . . said, ‘Now, my beauty, do not 
be bashful; come along to my master and give yourself the honour of his company. 
Drink with us and enjoy yourself, and behave today like one of the Assyrian women in 
attendance at Nebuchadnezzar’s palace.’ " Such paraphrasing as this almost amounts 
to an editing of Judith rather than a translating of it. 

14. 1*710 am I ... to refuse my lord. Here, as in 11:5-6, “my lord" is ironic, being 
understood by Bagoas as referring to Holofemes, while the informed reader realizes 
that Judith wus only affirming her obedience to God, not promising herself to Holofer- 
nes. As with other ambiguous and ironic statements by Judith, this is an expression of 
the author’s sense of humor, not his attempt to keep Judith from telling an outright 
lie. 

whatever he desires. Lit. "whatever is pleasing in his eyes” ( = Heb kl hfwb b‘ynyw). 
This is another clever touch by the author; for both Holofemes and God desire, but in 
quite different waysl 

something to boast of [lit. "be my source of joy”] until my dying day. Judith was 
speaking quite frankly, except that whereas Bagoas thought she was speaking of what 
she would do for Holofemes, Judith had in mind what she would do to him! 

15. the lambskins ... to recline on. Whether Judith's use of this fleece was one 
more means of escaping ceremonial defilement (so Deprez, £vangile 47 [1962]: 51, 
n. 2) or a prop for Judith’s appearing more sexually alluring (so Alonso-Schokel, p. 
48) or just "one more of the colorful details in this lush picture” (Enslin, p. 149) is 
unclear. Certainly the opening sentence in the verse suggests that Judith was primarily 
concerned with making herself look as attractive as possible. 

To recline while eating was a later Jewish practice (possibly under Babylonian 
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influence [see Ezek 23:41], but certainly by the Greco-Roman period), sitting at a table 
being the earlier Israelite practice (see 1 Sam 20:24; Prov 23:1; Esth 7:8). 

16. Holofernes was beside himself with desire. Lit. “Holofernes’ heart was driven 
crazy [exeste] over her.” 

have relations [suggenesthai] with her. Cf. Sus v 39, where the same rather neutral 
term for sexual intercourse is also used. 

he had been watching [eterei] ... to seduce [apatesai] her. As Zimmermann (JBL 
57 [1938]: 70) has rightly noted, the variant of LXX*, OL, and Syr (exetei . . . 
apantesai, "he sought ... to meet her”) presupposes Heb wybqs !‘dth, “he sought to 
meet her,” while the LXX presupposes wybqs Id'th, “he sought to know her,” i.e., to 
have sexual relations with her. 

His prey in sight, General Holofernes was filled with desire. As Enslin has rightly 
noted: “The picture of the lusting Holofernes, frantic in his desire to seduce Judith, 
tends to quiet the reader’s scruples as to Judith’s coldly planned act” (p. 150). Craven 
has described the entire situation quite accurately: 

Throughout [10:11—13:10a] he is biding his time, awaiting the moment when he 
can "deceive” her (apatensai, 12:16). Thus Judith and Holofernes are playing at the 
same game; she is there to "deceive” the Assyrians and bring about their demise; he 
is waiting for the day when he can “deceive" her and bring about her disgrace. She 
praises his "wisdom” (sophian, 11:8); he marvels at her "wisdom” (sophia. 11:20). 
In the end, Judith proves the more skillful. Her wisdom is indeed a marvel, and her 
deceit a complete success. (SBLDS 70, p. 96) 

17. Enjoy yourself with us! Lit. "and be with us for joy.” Holofernes' greeting was 
undoubtedly a subtle invitation for Judith to enjoy herself sexually. For the same 
Greek expression "be with us” (genelheti melh emon) is also what the lecherous elders 
used in Sus vv 20-21, when they caught Susanna, naked and alone in her garden, and 
propositioned her: “ ‘Look!’ they said, ’the garden gates are shut, and nobody can see 
us; and we desire you. So let us have you [lit. “so assent and be with us” (kai genou 
melh emon)]. If not. we will testify against you saying thal a young man was with you 
[en meta sou] and that is why you had dismissed your maids.' " The same phrase, "be 
with us," occurs in the LXX version of Gen 39:10 and Tob 3:8, both verses also 
referring to the sex act. 

18. / will . . . drink, . . . today is the greatest day of my whole life. Compare 
v 20, where many of the same Greek words are used for describing Holofernes’ con¬ 
duct: “he drank . . . more than he had ever drunk on a single day since he was 
born.” By constructing this chiasmus, the narrator emphasized the importance of this 
“fourth day” (cf. v 10; so Craven, in "Artistry and Faith in the Book of Judith,” p. 
87). Moreover, the chiasmus also points up more sharply the character differences of 
the two antagonists: Judith herself drank moderately and succeeded in her goals, while 
the exact opposite was true of Holofernes. 

19. what her servant had prepared. I.e., Judith's usual one meal of the day. "If worst 
comes to worst, she may be defiled, but not through eating unclean food" (Enslin, p. 
150). Judith’s overriding concern for dietary laws and ritual purity even in a time of 
great personal crisis is somewhat reminiscent of Ezekiel’s attitude in Ezekiel 4, where 



JUDITH 


226 


§ XIII 


having to act out symbolically the terrible fate of Israel did not seem to upset Ezekiel 
as much as the prospect of personal ritual defilement (see Ezek 4:12-14)! 

20. Holofernes was . . . delighted with her. Montague is at pains to show that 
Holofemes' downfall was more attributable to weaknesses within himself than to any 
deceit on Judith's part. She, in Montague’s judgment, was much more virtuous than 
most deceitful people in the OT: 

Her recourse to deception has many parallels in the previous sacred literature, 
and the author’s intentional comparison of Judith with her predecessors in this 
regard highlights her greater virtue. Rebecca deceived her own blind husband (Gen¬ 
esis 27); Simeon and Levi by ruse massacred the men of Shechem for the sin of a 
single man, quite to the disapproval of Jacob (Genesis 34); Tamar obtained the 
descendence to which she had a right, but at the cost of incest (Genesis 38); Jael 
slew Sisera in her tent despite the previous good relationship between her clan and 
his (Judges 4-5); even Ruth's winning over of Boaz issues in her own self-fulfillment 
rather than in an act of national heroism. It is precisely Judith’s magnanimity, 
courage, purity, and lack of self-interest which these allusions highlight. Judith does 
not attempt to seduce Holofemes; she is reserved and simply uses the occasion of 
his own lust and gluttony to undo the whole Assyrian army. (Books of Esther and 
Judith, p. 10) 

much more than he had ever drunk. Hoping to master Judith, Holofemes was 
mastered by his wine, both his drinking and Judith getting out of hand. Or as Alonso- 
Schokel put it: “Holofemes, inebriated with passion and wine, abdicates his power and 
surrenders to Judith while thinking that it is she who has surrendered to him" (p. 12). 

13:1 his retinue hurried away. By tactfully withdrawing and leaving him alone, 
Holofemes’ staff was “giving him his head.” As D. N. Freedman has noted: 

The irony is very evident here. The withdrawal of the attendants and the non¬ 
invitation of the military leaders, no doubt all part of the strategy of Holofemes and 
Bagoas, play into Judith’s hands, who could not have planned it better if she had 
given the orders herself. Also, her own planning must have been based on just this 
expectation, which is no doubt why she advertised her physical attractions and did 
everything possible to make Holofemes believe that his expectations were to be 
fulfilled. Very clever plotting on the part of the writer, (private correspondence with 
this writer) 

2. Judith was left alone . . . with Holofernes. She used her "solitude" to good 
effect: while he slept, she prayed twice (vv 4-5 and 7) and chopped off his head (v 8)— 
all within six verses! 

dead drunk. Lit. “for the wine had drenched him”; see textual note H . 

4. either important or insignificant. Lit. "from small to great.” Another example of 
merismus. Cf. Esth 1:20. 

prayed silently. Lit. “she prayed in her heart.” 

5. Some scholars, including Barucq and Steinmann, make much of the fact that in 
her prayer Judith gives no expression here to personal hatred or revenge but is con¬ 
cerned only with protecting Israel in general (v 5), and Jerusalem in particular (v 4). 
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Moreover, it should be noted that the same emphases are also to be found in her 
earlier prayer (9:8, 13). 

However, it cannot be denied that by killing Holofernes Judith was also disposing of 
his personal threat to her. Even though she may have been willing, from the start, to 
seduce Holofernes if necessary, Judith, like any woman, did not relish the idea of 
being sexually abused. In fact, the first part of her prayer in chap. 9 reflects Judith’s 
strong concern for the sexual violation of the female (see 9:2-4). Thus, in killing 
Holofernes Judith had protected Israel and her honor (see 13:16). 

Craven, however, views Judith’s praying in a radically different light: ‘‘Judith’s 
pausing to pray before chopping off his head [is one of the] acts which satirize stan¬ 
dard behavior in such settings” (SBLDS 70, pp. 115-16). 

6. the bedpost. Lit. “the bar/rod (kanoni) of the bed”; this rod was evidently verti¬ 
cal, possibly helping to hold up the canopy. 

sword. A Persian loan word, the akinakes was a short, straight sword (Herodotus, 
Hist. 3.118) and not, as is usually translated here, a scimitar. Dundes is correct in 
saying: "In terms of irony, it is essential that it be Holofernes’ own sword which is 
used to cut off his head” (Dundes, in Alonso-Schokel, p. 28). However, Dundes does 
not underscore the real irony of this act. It is not so much that Judith used Holofer¬ 
nes’ own sword; after all, hacking off an enemy’s head with his own weapon was not 
particularly uncommon (see below). What is ironic here is that Judith had entered 
Holofernes’ camp unarmed, otherwise she would not have been admitted: the only 
weapon available to her was that of Holofernes. 

7. now! Lit. "this day,” which may have been intended by the author to have 
included everything, i.e., her successful escape as well as Holofernes’ assassination; but 
her most pressing need would seem to have been sheer, physical strength. In this, her 
crucial moment, she is unflinchingly brave. 

8. chopped off his head. Lit. “took his head from him.” Like Jael, who bashed in the 
head of General Sisera in the plain of Esdraelon (Judg 5:26), and like David, who 
stunned the mighty Goliath and decapitated him with his own sword (1 Sam 17:51), 
Judith by a comparable act gained immortal fame among her people. 

It is precisely this act that, for better or worse, has immortalized Judith. Clearly 
John Ruskin thought it was for the worse, for he wrote: 

Do you happen to know anything about Judith yourself, except that she cut off 
Holofernes’ head; and has been made the high light of about a million vile pictures 
ever since, in which the painters thought they could surely attract the public to the 
double show of an execution, and a pretty woman, especially with the added plea¬ 
sure of hinting at previously ignoble sin? (Mornings in Florence, p. 53.) 

9. rolled his body off the bed. Now Holofernes has fallen at Judith’s feet, figuratively 
and literally. 

yanked the canopy. Cf. 16:19. By not explaining why Judith took the canopy, the 
author increases reader interest. She took it "as a trophy” (Cowley, p. 263); “if proof 
were to be needed" (Dancy, p. 116; and Lamparter); “this piece of finery ... at¬ 
tracted her woman’s eye” (Ball, p. 343); she was “adding insult to injury" (Enslin, 
p. 153). Sometimes, as here, more pleasure is provided the reader by leaving some 
details out than by explaining them in full. 
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10. ‘‘to pray. ” When the story is told aloud, then the speaker’s voice inflection can 
indicate the irony, i.e., that their going out for prayer was the ostensible but not the 
real reason for their departure. Quotation marks serve the same function in a printed 
text. 


Comment 


This section, which represents the climax to the book of Judith, is a masterful 
blend of directness, brevity, and subtle irony. There is the drama and immedi¬ 
acy of direct address, nine of the twenty-one verses being in that form, with 
Bagoas being quoted once (12:13), Holofernes twice (12:11-12, 17), and 
Judith four times (12:14, 18; 13:4-5, 7). The author pulls no punches in 
describing Holofernes’ intentions toward Judith: 

“. . . we will be disgraced if we let such a woman go without having her, 
because if we do not make her, she will laugh at us.” (12:12) 

. . . Holofernes was beside himself with desire, . . . and he was very ea¬ 
ger to have relations with her. (12:16a) 

... he had been watching for an opportunity to seduce her. (12:16b) 

Judith’s actions are described even more simply—and brutally: 1 ” 

. . . she . . . put on her dress and all her accessories. (12:15) 

. . . approaching the bed, she grabbed the hair of his head. . . . (13:7) 

. . . she struck at his neck twice with all her might, and chopped off his 
head. (13:8) 

. . . she rolled his body off the bed and yanked the canopy from the poles. 
(13:9) 

. . . she . . . gave Holofernes’ head to her servant, who put it in her food 
sack. (13:9b-10a) 

Various forms of irony, so characteristic of the book of Judith elsewhere, 
are also abundantly present in this section: 

“May this lovely maid not hesitate to come before my lord . . . and act 
today like one of the Assyrian women who serve in Nebuchadnezzar's 
palace.” (12:13) 

“Who am I,” responded Judith, “that I should refuse my lord? I will do 
whatever he desires . . . and it will be something to boast of. . . .” 
(12:14) 

In the Vg, she is perhaps a bit more tenderhearted (or perhaps only more fearful): "And 
Judith stood before the bed praying with tears” (Vg 13:6a). 
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“Do have a drink. Enjoy yourself with us!” (12:17) 

The two of them then went out . . . “to pray.” (13:10) 

But as noted earlier, the greatest irony is that Holofernes was mastered by the 
very person he thought he had mastered—and with his own sword. 

The subtleties noted above have as their natural foil a number of hyperbo¬ 
les and all-inclusive assertions: 

“I will do whatever he desires right away, and it will be something to boast 
of until my dying day.” (12:14) 

From the day he had first seen her he had been watching ... to seduce 
her. (12:16) 

“. . . today is the greatest day of my whole life.” (12:18) 

... he drank . . . much more than he had ever drunk on a single day 
since he was born. (12:20) 

. . . Judith was left alone in the tent with Holofernes sprawled on his bed, 
dead drunk. (13:2) 

... all had left them, and no one, either important or insignificant, was 
left in the bedroom. (13:4) 

An indication of just how clear and concise the section is may be found, 
perhaps, in the fact that the various uncials, minuscules, and ancient versions 
offer, comparatively speaking, very few variants. For instance, these forty-two 
lines of printed Greek require one hundred and thirty-eight lines for the 
variants in the apparatus criticus of the Larger Cambridge Septuagint, while 
the forty-two lines of Greek text preceding 12:10 require two hundred lines 
for the variants, and the forty-two lines of Greek text after 13:10 require one 
hundred and fifty-three lines for the apparatus criticus. 



XIV. After Recounting Her Night’s Work, Judith 
Reveals Her Plans for the Next Day’s Battle 
(13:11-14:10 [Vg 13:13-14:6]) 


13 11 While still some distance away, Judith called out to the sentries 

at the gates, “Open! Open the gate! God our God is with us, still 
displaying his strength in Israel and his might against our enemies, as 
he has today!” 12 "When her townsmen heard her voice, they hurried 
down to the city gate, and called the elders of the town. 13 So everyone, 
'’regardless of status 6 , came running (for they were surprised she had 
returned); they opened the gate and welcomed them; they lit a fire to 
give some light and crowded around them. 

14 Then she raised her voice and said, “Praise God! Praise him! 
Praise God, who has not withdrawn his mercy from the House of 
Israel, but has shattered our enemies by my hand this very night!” 
15 She then produced the head from the sack. And holding it up, she 
said to them, “Here’s the head of Holofemes, the general in command 
of the Assyrian army! And here’s the canopy under which he lay in his 
drunken stupor! The Lord has struck him down by the hand of a 
female! 16 Yet I swear by the Lord, who protected me in the course I 
took so that my face tricked him and brought his downfall, 
Holofernes" committed no sin with me to defile me or to disgrace me.” 
17 The people were all quite amazed. And bowing down and worship¬ 
ing God, they said, “Blessed are you, our God, who this day has 
mortified the enemies of your people!” 

l8 Uzziah then said to her, “My daughter, more blessed are you by 
God Most High than all other women on earth! Blessed also is the 
Lord God, who created the heavens and the earth, who guided you in 
crushing the head of the leader of our enemies! 19 People will never 
forget ‘'to praise you 1 ' when they remember the power of God. 20 May 


Gk kai egeneto. 

J “From young to old" in LXX n< ; merismus. 

LXX “he." 

■* LXX' 1 , OL, Syr, Eth "our praise"; LXX "your hope"; see NOTE. 
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God make 'your deed' redound to your everlasting honor, and grant 
you every blessing! For you risked your own life when our nation was 
brought to its knees. You went out boldly to meet the disaster that 
threatened us, walking a straight line before our God.” Then all the 
people said, “Amen! Amen!” 7 

14 1 Then Judith said to them, “Please hear me out, my brothers. 

Take this head and hang it from the battlements of our wall. 2 And as 
soon as day breaks and the sun comes out over the land, each of you 
take up your weapons, and let every able-bodied man leave the town. 
Appoint a commander for* them as if you were about to descend upon 
the plain against the Assyrian outpost. Only you must not descend! 
3 Then ‘the Assyrian outpost* will grab their weapons and make for 
camp. They will rouse the officers of the Assyrian army and then rush 
into Holofernes’ tent, and not find him! Then they will panic and 
retreat at your advance; 4 and you and all who live within Israel’s 
borders will pursue them and cut them down in their tracks. 5 But 
before doing all this, bring Achior the Ammonite to me so that he may 
see and recognize the one who despised the House of Israel and sent 
him to us as if to his death.” 

6 So they summoned Achior from Uzziah’s house. But when he 
arrived and saw Holofernes’ head held by one of the men in the assem¬ 
bly of the people, he collapsed; and his breathing was faint. 7 But when 
'they picked him up', he threw himself at Judith’s feet and did obei¬ 
sance to her, saying, “Blessed are you in every tent of Judah! In every 
nation those who hear your name will be in dread. 8 Now tell me all 
that you have done these past few days.” 

So Judith related to him in the people’s presence everything she had 
done from the day she left up to the moment she was speaking to 
them. 9 When she had finished speaking, the people shouted at the top 
of their lungs and made the town ring with their cheers. 10 When 
Achior saw all that the God of Israel had done, he believed in God 
completely. So he was circumcised and was admitted to the commu¬ 
nity of Israel, as are his descendants to the present day. 

LXX “them," 

'Vg puts Judith's interview with Achior here. 

'So LXX BAn “'; “against” in LXX™'" 1 !”, Eth, Copt, and Syr. 

*-* LXX "these." 

" So LXX; "he recovered himself" in LXX ANbl,u , Copt, and OL. 
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Notes 


13:11 Open! Open the gate! Instead of saying something to the effect that the two 
women were relieved and happy to be back home again, their terrible ordeal behind 
them and safety in front of them, the author conveyed it all with Judith’s triumphant 
cry: “Open! Open the gate!” 

God . . . displaying his strength . . . his might . ... as he has today! With the 
humility befitting a saint, Judith gave God the full credit for the night’s work (so also 
v 15). 

13. regardless of status. Lit. “from small to great” (see 13:4). Here the term in¬ 
cludes those differing in age, size, and social status (see textual note *■*). 

14. The Vg has here an addition which may well have been in Jerome’s Aramaic 
text, namely, “And she went up to a higher place, and commanded silence to be made. 
And when all were quiet, Judith said . . .” (Vg 13:16b-17a) 

15. produced [“pulled out”] the head from the sack. Like the magician who sur¬ 
prises his audience by pulling out of his hat or bag something unexpected or “impossi¬ 
ble," Judith produced from her sack something quite unexpected; and her audience, 
too, was surprised (so v 17). 

The Lord has struck him down by ... a female [theleias]! Judith not only gave all 
the credit to God, but instead of referring to herself as "a woman," she further 
depreciated herself by referring to herself as a theleia ( = Heb nqbh), a term applied to 
animals as well as people (see Gen 7:2 of LXX). 

16. / swear by the Lord. Lit. "as the Lord lives." Although this idiom is the same as 
that in 2:12 and 12:4, here (as in 11:7) it must be expressed more strongly. 

the Lord, who protected me. Evidently St. Jerome's Aramaic text was quite different 
here, for in the Vg Judith mentions an angel: 

"But as the same Lord liveth, his angel has been my keeper both going out and 
staying there and returning from there here; and the Lord has not allowed me his 
handmaid to be defiled, but has brought me back to you without the pollution of 
sin, rejoicing for his victory, for my escape, and for your deliverance. All of you give 
glory to him because he is good, because his mercy endures for ever.” (Vg 13:20-21) 

no sin ... to defile me or to disgrace me. I.e., her honor was still intact. It was 
Judith’s face, not her body, which had tricked [epatexen] Holofernes. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, this verse and the Vg are utilized in the Office of St. Joan of Arc (so Barucq, 

p. 62). 

17. Blessed feulogetos] are you, our God. The verb eulogeo occurs seven times in 
Judith (13:17, 18 [twice]; 14:7; 15:9, 10, 12). Whether such a number of appearances is 
purely coincidental is impossible to say. 

18. daughter. Regarding Uzziah’s use of this word as ”strange”(!), Steinmann spec¬ 
ulated as to whether its use here was just an expression of Uzziah's paternalism as the 
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town’s chief magistrate or a “reminder” that the original heroine was a young girl, not 
a woman (p. 113). Nowhere in Judith is there any clue as to how old Judith was when 
she wed Manasseh or how long they were married before he died. Inasmuch as women 
in the Near East were usually married shortly after their menarche (say between 
twelve and fourteen years of age) and since Judith was childless and there was neither 
a confession nor charge of barrenness, it is likely that she had been married only a 
couple of years when her husband died. Thus, if she had been wed at age thirteen and 
widowed a couple of years later, then three years after Manasseh’s death (so 8:4) 
Judith would have been about eighteen years of age.'” In short, it would have been 
most natural for Uzziah to have addressed her as “my daughter.” 

more blessed are you. . . . blessed also is the Lord . . . who guided you. A com¬ 
parison of this and the LXX of Gen 14:19-20 shows that Uzziah's blessing was 
modeled closely after Melchizedek’s blessing of Abram. The clause “more blessed are 
you” is reminiscent of Judg 5.24a. This verse in Judith, along with 15:10, was often 
applied to the Virgin Mary in the liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Since Vatican II, however, the situation has evidently changed,- for McNeil has 
observed: 

The book of the Bible least employed in the liturgy of the Church today is the 
Book of Judith. It is never read in the sequences of lectio continua in the Mass 
lectionary or the one-year lectionary of the Office of Readings in the Roman Bre¬ 
viary. Its use in the Mass is confined to one reading (8, 2-8) for Masses of widowed 
saints and one alternative responsorial psalm (13, 18-20) for Masses on feasts of our 
Lady for which no proper psalm is provided; in the Office it provides one canticle 
(parts of the hymn of Judith in 16, 2ff.), one scripture reading (8, 216-23, on 
Monday of Week 4), and one alternative Benedictus antiphon (15, 9) for the Satur¬ 
day memoria of our Lady. If the comparison be not irreverent, one may perhaps be 
reminded of the Cheshire cat which vanished, leaving only a smile behind it; for in 
the older lectionary a part of Judith, the praises of Uzziah and Joakim, was read on 
the feast of the Assumption each year. (The Downside Review 96 [1978]: 199) 

19. People will never forget. Lit. “hope will never leave the heart of people [anthro- 
pon]", i.e., they will not forget. According to ancient Hebrew anatomy and psychol¬ 
ogy, memory resided in the heart (so Prov 3:3; Luke 1:66), that organ being, among 
other things, an instrument of thought (see Gen 6:5; 1 Chr 29:18; Prov 16:9). For 
details on the biblical understanding of this organ, see R. C. Dentan, “Heart,” IDB, 
IV, 549-50. 

to praise you. Zimmermann (p. 71) has ended all debate on the LXX’s ambiguous 
reading by showing that the LXX's e elpis sou. “your hope” ( = Heb t(w)hltk), repre¬ 
sents a misreading of Heb thltk, “your praise,” a reading attested by a number of 
ancient texts (see textual note 

20. For you risked . . . brought to its knees. Lit. “you did not spare your own life 
because of the humiliation of our nation." The JB's “our nation was brought to its 
knees,” while quite paraphrastic, is a most appropriate figurative expression for “be¬ 
cause of the humiliation of our nation." 

I!> Joan of Arc, whose sainthood is celebrated in the Roman Catholic liturgy by the use of the 
book of Judith, was only nineteen when she was martyred. 
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walking a straight line before our God. Like their heroine, the people had no misgiv¬ 
ings about such an ethical problem as whether a good end could be justified by an 
immoral means. Ball evidently did have such misgivings; for he lamented that “the 
highest moral excellence is thus attributed to this deed of Judith” (p. 345). 

14:1. Take this head and hang it. The cutting off and display of an enemy’s head 
had a long history in the Bible (so Goliath’s head in 1 Sam 17:54; Saul’s at Beth-shan 
in 1 Sam 31:9-10; Ahab’s relatives’ in 2 Kgs 10:7-8; John the Baptist’s in Matt 14:8). 
The present incident, however, is strikingly reminiscent of that in 1 Macc 7:47, where 
Judas’s men “seized the spoils and the plunder, and they cut off Nicanor’s head and 
the right hand which he had so arrogantly stretched out, and brought them and 
displayed them just outside Jerusalem." See also 2 Macc 15:35: “And he [Judas] hung 
Nicanor’s head from the citadel" (see introduction, p. 50). 

2. Only you must not descend! Because of the inequality of military forces present, 
Judith regarded some such ruse as this feigned attack on the outpost as necessary. No 
longer just an assassin, Judith was now acting as military leader and chief strategist. 
In her own person, then, Judith combined the roles of both Deborah, the strategist, 
and Jael, the assassin. 

3. they will panic and retreat. Steinmann’s contention that the Assyrians were “the 
prey of a supernatural panic” (p. 105) is unjustified, or at least unjustified on the basis 
of the Greek version. Steinmann’s view may have been influenced either by the Vg, 
where the intervention of an angel is mentioned (Vg 13:20-21), or possibly also by the 
similarity of this event to Nicanor’s defeat by Judas Maccabeus: 

Then Judas prayed and said, “When the messengers from the king spoke blas¬ 
phemy, thy angel went forth and struck down one hundred and eighty-five thou¬ 
sand of the Assyrians. So also crush this army before us today. The 

army of Nicanor was crushed, and he himself was the first to fall in the battle. 
When his army saw that Nicanor had fallen, they threw down their arms and fled. 
(1 Macc 7:40b-42a; 43b-44) 

However, to recognize the influence of the Nicanor-story on the Holofemes-story does 
not mean that all aspects of the former are necessarily represented in the latter. The 
Vg is far more graphic and gruesome here: "And when their captains shall run to the 
tent of Holofemes, and shall find him without his head wallowing in his blood, fear 
shall fall upon them” (Vg 14:4). 

4. in their tracks. So NEB. Lit. “in their ways”; see 15:2. 

5. bring Achior ... to me. Flushed with success, Judith was, “to say the least, a 
little dictatorial” (Bissell, p. 193). More important, Judith’s interview here with 
Achior (14:5-10) seems somewhat out of place, especially since she had to go through 
the whole story for him again (so v 8). Not surprisingly, taking their clue from the Vg, 
which places Judith’s encounter with Achior between what would be 13:20 and 14:1 of 
the LXX (i.e., Judith interviewed Achior before she outlined the battle strategy for the 
next day [14:1-4]), some scholars believe that 14:5-10 is intrusive and that the Ara¬ 
maic text which Jerome presumably followed here had the preferred sequence, that is, 
Achior appeared before Judith prior to her announcing the next day’s battle plans. 

that he may see [idon] and recognize [epignoi] I.e., that Achior, the one person 
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among the inhabitants of Bethulia who actually knew Holofemes, could testify that 
the head was really the general’s. 

6. he collapsed [lit. “he fell on his face”; a Hebraism]; and his breathing [pneuma] 
was faint. Utilizing here a good storytelling technique, the author simply reported 
what happened, leaving it to his reader’s imagination to understand why Achior had 
fainted. Achior may have fainted from shock, the result of a combined sense of sur¬ 
prise and relief, his own life now no longer threatened by Holofernes (so Fritzsche). 
But even more important, by fainting, Achior not only confirmed for all that the head 
was indeed that of Holofemes, but his fainting emphasized again Judith’s courage and 
toughness. For here was the courageous and outspoken Ammonite commander who 
earlier had braved the anger of Holofemes (chap. 5) fainting at the sight of a head 
which Judith had cut off with her own hands! In terms of stereotyped sex roles, the 
author has completely reversed the sex roles of the male Achior and the female Judith 
(see introduction, pp. 65-66). But whatever the reason for it, Achior’s passing out 
greatly increases the scene’s dramatic effect. 

7. Blessed are you in every tent of Judah! The clause is reminiscent of Judg 5:24, 
where an earlier female assassin is praised: “Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife 
of Heber the Kenite, of tent-dwelling women most blessed.” 

In every nation [ethnei]. Both the JB and the NEB read this phrase with the preced¬ 
ing clause (e g., “Your praises will be sung in every camp in Judah and among all 
nations" [NEB]), the "nations” evidently being all those who had suffered at the 
hands of Holofemes. Such an interpretation, however, does not immediately suggest 
itself from the Greek. Rather, “every nation” would appear to refer to any pagan 
nation that would consider being hostile toward the Israelites. 

9. shouted at the top of their lungs. Lit. “shouted in a loud voice.” 

made the town ring with their cheers. So NEB. Lit. “made a sound of joy in their 
town.” While admittedly paraphrastic, the NEB’s translation better conveys Bethu- 
lia’s sense of joy than the RSV’s rather literal “made a joyful noise in their city.” 

10. he was circumcised and was admitted. This would appear to be in direct contra¬ 
diction to Deut 23:3: "No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of the Lord; 
even to the tenth generation none belonging to them shall enter the assembly of the 
Lord forever.” Possibly we should understand here that Achior was given a special 
dispensation (so Soubigou); after all, Ruth, the Moabitess and grandmother of King 
David, was admitted to the Jewish community. According to Zeitlin (JQR 40 [ 1949— 
50]: 237-38), during the Second Jewish Commonwealth some rabbis felt the prohibi¬ 
tion applied to males but not females (so Yebam. 76b); others thought that even males 
could be accepted (Yad. 4:4); but still other rabbis insisted that there were to be no 
exceptions (see Yebam. 8:3). Craven, without herself seriously subscribing to it, offers 
the ingenious possibility that “since Judith is more than ten generations removed from 
Jacob (8:1), it could be argued that Achior is more than ten generations away from the 
Ammonites and Moabites who mistreated the Israelites” (SBLDS 70, p. 103, n. 68). 
Or perhaps the storyteller was giving expression here to that universalism and benevo¬ 
lence of late Judaism so eloquently expressed in the book of Jonah (so Deprez, 
Evangile 47 [1962]: 58); but if so, such tender and compassionate feelings toward non- 
Jews is observable nowhere else in Judith. There is some merit to D. N. Freedman’s 
observation: 
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I don’t think the conversion of Achior and his acceptance into Israel reflects a 
different point of view in Judith (here and nowhere else), but rather the plain truth 
that there are always exceptions even to the most Draconian rules. Achior was like 
Balaam; and just as Balaam was regarded as a prophet of Yahweh in spite of being a 
foreigner, so Achior clearly was regarded as a true friend of Israel and a righteous 
Gentile, (private correspondence with this writer) 

Orlinsky finds in this verse the principal reason for Judith’s not being canonized by 
the Jews when it had none of the “faults'' of Esther, namely, no mention was made 
here of Achior being baptized, baptism being an indispensable step in conversion to 
Judaism according to the Rabbis who established the Jewish canon (Essays in Biblical 
Culture, p. 281). See also introduction, pp. 86-87. 

as are his descendants to the present day. Lit. “until this day.” Unless one assumes 
here that Achior was still alive when Judith was written, a view which virtually no 
scholar subscribes to today, then the Greek makes no sense. The Vg is probably 
correct in having the phrase refer to Achior’s descendants (so Vg 14:6; and the mid¬ 
rash). 


Comment 

Rather than simply state for his readers the significance of Judith’s act, the 
author had the various characters in his tale do that. (Of the twenty verses in 
the section, fifteen of them [or 75 percent] contain direct address.) In keeping 
with her reputed modesty and piety (so 8:28-31), Judith gave all the credit for 
the night’s victory to God, saying: 

“God our God is with us, still displaying his strength in Israel and his 
might against our enemies, as he has today!” (13:11) 

“Praise God! Praise him! Praise God, who has not withdrawn his mercy 
from the House of Israel, but has shattered our enemies by my hand this 
night!” (13:14) 

“The Lord has struck him down by the hand of a female!” (13:15) 

“Yet I swear by the Lord, who protected me in the course I took. . . .” 
(13:16a) 

It remained for others in the narrative to point out Judith's accomplish¬ 
ments. While her people certainly did give God the primary credit (“Blessed 
are you, our God, who this day has mortified the enemies of your people!" 
[13:17]), as did Uzziah (“Blessed also is the Lord God . . . who guided you 
in crushing the head” [13:18b]), recognition of Judith's personal contribution 
was clearly recognized: 
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Uzziah then said to her, “My daughter, more blessed are you by God 
Most High than all other women on earth! . . . People will never forget to 
praise you. . . . For you risked your own life when our nation was 
brought to its knees. You went out boldly to meet the disaster that threat¬ 
ened us. . . .” (13:18-20) 

[Achior said to her,] “Blessed are you in every tent of Judah! In every 
nation those who hear your name will be in dread.” (14:7b) 

One of the reasons why the second “half” of Judith (i.e., chaps. 8-16) is 
more interesting to most readers than the first “half” is the author’s greater 
use of direct address in chaps. 8-16. For instance, in chaps. 1-4, which many 
readers probably find the least interesting portion of Judith, only 12 of the 69 
verses are in direct address, i.e., 17 percent. In chaps. 5-7, where the tempo of 
the story increases with Achior’s history of the Israelites (chap. 5) and the 
ultimatum of Bethulia’s citizens to their magistrates (chap. 7), 58 percent of 
the verses are in direct address, i.e., 45 out of 77 verses. Whereas the first 
seven chapters have approximately 36 percent of their verses in direct ad¬ 
dress, the last nine chapters have 59 percent, i.e., 115 verses out of 193. In the 
second half, only chap. 15 has little direct address (2 verses out of 14); but 
then that chapter concerns itself with describing the rout of the Assyrian 
army, a subject which does not readily lend itself to dialogue. In sum, one of 
the reasons why the second half of Judith is more interesting than the first is 
its much greater use of direct address, giving as it does a directness and an 
immediacy to the action. 



XV. On Learning of Holofernes’ Death, 
the Assyrians Panic and Are Decisively Defeated 
(14:11-15:7 [Vg 14:7-15:8]) 


14 11 When dawn came, they hung Holofernes’ head from the wall. 

Then every man “of Israel 0 picked up his weapons, and they went out 
by groups to the mountain’s passes. 12 When the Assyrians saw them, 
they sent word to their superiors, who reported to their generals, their 
commanders of thousands, and all their other officers. 13 They arrived 
at Holofernes’ tent and said to the one in charge of all his affairs, 
“Please rouse our lord, for ‘these slaves* have dared to come down and 
fight against us so that they may be wiped out to a man!” 

14 So Bagoas went in and shook the curtain partitioning the tent (for 
he had supposed that he was sleeping with Judith). 15 When no one 
answered, he drew aside the curtain and went into the bedroom and 
found him on top of the bedstool—a discarded corpse, with his head 
missing! 16 He let out a yell; and with wailing, groaning, and shouting 
ripped his clothes. 17 He then went into the tent which Judith had 
occupied; and when he did not find her, he rushed out to the people, 
shouting/ 18 “The slaves have duped us! A single, Hebrew woman has 
brought shame on the House of King Nebuchadnezzar. Look! Holo¬ 
fernes is lying on the ground! And his head is missing!” 

19 When the officers of the Assyrian army heard this, they tore their 
clothes in consternation; and their cries and shouting were very loud 
throughout the camp. 15 1 And when those who were in their tents 

heard, they were appalled at what had happened. 2 Then, quivering 
with fear, no man stood firm with his comrade, but with common 
impulse they tried to escape along every path in the plain and the hill 
country. 3 Those who were encamped in the hills around Bethulia were 
fleeing, too. Then the Israelites, every fighting man among them, sal- 


~So LXX 8 *; LXX omits 

*"*Vg “the mice coming out of their holes’*; see note. 
‘ So LXX B . 
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lied out after them. 4 Uzziah dispatched men to Bethomasthaim'*, 
Chobai 8 , Chola 7 and all the territory of Israel to tell them what had 
been accomplished and to urge them all to rush upon the enemy and 
annihilate them. 5 As soon as the Israelites heard the news, then as one 
man they fell upon them and cut them to pieces as far as Choba. Those 
in Jerusalem and all the hill country also rallied, for they had been 
told what had happened in the enemy camp. The men in Gilead and 
those in Galilee outflanked them, causing heavy losses until they were 
past Damascus and its borders. 6 Meanwhile, the rest, who had stayed 
in Bethulia, fell upon the Assyrian camp and looted it, making them¬ 
selves very rich. 7 When the Israelites returned from the slaughter, 
they seized what was left. Even the villages and hamlets 8 in the hill 
country and the plain got a lot of booty, for there was a tremendous 
amount of it. 

J LXX B baitomasthaim; LXX N betomasthaim; LXX S baitomasthen. LXX A ' ni and Eth add kai 
bebai, with many mins, offering a variant of it; see NOTE. 

' LXX BA chobai; LXX N choba: LXX S abelbaim. 

' LXX B chola; LXX AN kola. 

’ So LXX BhI ' epauleis; "cities" (Gk poleis) in LXX ANS , Eth. and Syr. 


Notes 


14:11. by groups [kata speirasj. Like so many other words in Judith, speira, "a group 
of soldiers,” is a relatively rare term in the LXX, occurring only here and in 2 Mace 
8:23 and 12:20, the latter two passages concerning Judas Maccabeus’s battles with 
Nicanor, a campaign which obviously influenced the author (see introduction, 
p. 50). 

12. superiors [egoumenous] . . . generals [stragegousj . . . commanders [chiliar- 
chousj . . . officers [archonta]. While in keeping with the book’s possession of an 
extensive vocabulary, especially in military matters, these terms, whose meaning is 
rather imprecise in this context, nonetheless convey a distinct impression, namely, all 
officers, from the highest to the lowest, were alerted to the danger. 

At this point, the Vg has an addition, whose very length suggests that it was part of 
the Aramaic text: 

And they that were in the tent came and made a noise before the door of the 
chamber to awake him, endeavouring by art to break his rest, that Holofernes might 
awake, not by their calling him but by their noise. For no man dare knock, or open 
and go into the chamber of the general of the Assyrians. (Vg 14:9-10) 
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13. these slaves [oi douloi = Heb h'bdym], Although “slaves” is a perfectly legiti¬ 
mate term for the Assyrians to use here for those enemies they held in special con¬ 
tempt (cf. 6:5; 14:18), some scholars, following Movers, emend “slaves” to “Hebrews” 
( = Heb h'brym), the Heb resh, they argue, having been misread as a daleth. That 
there may have been some confusion by an early copyist is suggested by the Vg, which 
has "the mice [ = Heb h'kbrym],” instead of “the slaves,” a reading the Vg shares 
with the "ancient” Hebrew texts (but see introduction, pp. 101-2). 

may be wiped out to a man! Lit. “may be destroyed to the end." The Assyrians 
regarded the Israelite attack as deliberate suicide. The GNB nicely captures the Assyr¬ 
ian view: “they are just asking to be destroyed.” 

14. shook the curtain, l.e., the one inside the tent (cf. 10:20-22; 13:2-4). Recogniz¬ 
ing the difficulty of "knocking" on a tent curtain, the editors of JB, following the Vg, 
have here “clapped his hands in front of the curtain.” 

15. on top the bedstool[cheldnidos, lit. “tortoiseshell"]. So Enslin, p. 161. The trans¬ 
lation, however, is uncertain. Evidently, the object in question was either made of 
tortoiseshell or shaped like one. “Threshold” (so KJ and JB) seems most improbable; 
and “step” (SG) or "platform" (RSV) is but slightly better. 

his head missing! And so was the army’s! The Vg adds the colorful phrase “welter¬ 
ing in his blood” (Vg 14:14). Some scholars would attach great Freudian significance 
to the fact that Judith cut off Holofemes’ head rather than just stabbed him to death, 
the latter task being much easier to do (see introduction, pp. 72-73). However, 
D. N. Freedman rightly maintains that there is no need here for Freudian “analysis”: 
"There are many cases where the head is required for identification. ... In view of 
the extraordinary if not preposterous circumstances (two unarmed women invading a 
heavily armed enemy camp), anything less than the head would probably have been 
met with skepticism if not derision. . . . Incidentally, it also made sure that the 
enemy would be aware as well since with the head in the possession of the Israelites, 
there was no way the Assyrians could pretend that nothing was amiss and that noth¬ 
ing had happened." (private correspondence with this writer) 

18. have duped us [ethelesan]! I.e., all Judith’s promises in 11:18-19 were lies, a 
story solely designed to gain the confidence of Holofernes. It is no coincidence that the 
same Greek word (atheteo = Heb bgd) was used earlier in v 23 of Judges 9, a chapter 
where the duped Abimelech also perished ignominiously at the hands of a woman, his 
head being crushed by a millstone (Judg 9:53). 

19. in consternation. Lit. "their soul was much troubled.” The grief and the mount¬ 
ing fear and confusion in the camp stand in sharp contrast to the joy and confidence 
among the Israelites (see 14:9). 

15:2. quivering with fear. Lit. "trembling (tromos) and fear (phobos) fell upon 
them." Compare Exod 15:16, where the same two words also appear, but there in the 
sense of immobilizing fear rather than as here, i.e., as panic flight. 

no man stood firm with his comrade [lit. “the neighbor”]. There was complete 
“pandemonium . . . with all vestiges of military order vanished” (Enslin, p. 163). 
That this contagious fear was sweeping through an army of almost two hundred 
thousand men (so 7:2) clearly shows that the Assyrian army had, in both a literal and 
figurative sense, lost its head. 
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3. Those . . . encamped in the hilts. I.e., the Idumeans and the Ammonites (see 
7:18). 

4. Bethomasthaim. Presumably this is a variant spelling of that site mentioned in 
4:6. The town of Bebai, mentioned here after Bethomasthaim among the uncials only 
by LXX A (see textual note d ), is otherwise unknown. Its historicity, according to Jozef 
T. Milik (RB [1955]: 253-54), is not confirmed by the mention of a Bebayou in line 1 
of an Aramaic contract, for that town was in southern Palestine. 

Chobai. This place is also unknown. Possibly it represents a variant spelling (see 
textual note ’) of that town mentioned in 4:4, Choba. 

Chola. This unknown site is sometimes identified with Holon (Heb hln, in Josh 
15:51; 21:15). 

rush upon. Epekcheo, “to pour out upon" (the verb used here), and ekched, “to pour 
out,” (in 15:2, 3), both well illustrate the Greek translator’s propensity for using a 
word not hitherto used in his story and then in the next verse or so using a related 
word, i.e., one having the same root but a different prefix. 

5. Choba [choba]. Whether this town is to be identified with the Choba of 4:4 (see 
note) or with another town of the same name or with Chobai of 15:4 (see the note 
there) is impossible to say. 

all the hill country. I.e., Judah (cf. Jdt 5:3, 15; 7:10). 

6. the rest ... in Bethulia. These would have been the noncombatants: women, 
children, and old men. 

and looted it. The contrast here between Esther and Judith is quite striking. 
Whereas the author of Esther delighted in the massacre of his enemies but eschewed 
any plundering of them (see Esth 9:5-10, 13-16), the reverse was true for the author 
of Judith, where looting but not killing per se is emphasized (see Jdt 15:6-7, 11), the 
assassination of Holofemes notwithstanding. The circumstances in the two stories 
were quite different (on possible reasons for the Jews in Esther refraining from plun¬ 
dering their enemies, see the note in Esth 9:10 on “not ... lay a hand on,” in AB 
7B, pp. 87-88). The despoiling of one’s enemies, the practice subscribed to in Judith, is 
unquestionably the natural, normal response of victorious nations, both ancient and 
modern: “To the victor belong the spoils.” 


Comment 


Presumptuous Holofemes, not the mighty Assyrian army, is the hated enemy 
in Judith. The ancient author lavished loving care on his description of Holo- 
fernes’ death and its discovery (13:1-10 and 14:11-18, respectively), but here 
he gave scant attention to the defeat of the Assyrians themselves, in fact, only 
eight verses (14:19-15:7). Although the author certainly reveled in the gory 
details of Holofemes’ death (13:6-9), when it came to the defeat of the Assyr¬ 
ian army, he was much more interested in Israel’s looting of it than in the 
killing per se (see final note on 15:6). Thus, there is some justification for the 
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view, offered more frequently by Roman Catholic than Protestant scholars, 
that Holofemes is an archetypal figure, a symbol of evil (see introduction, 
pp. 73-75). Such an interpretation would be compatible with the rampant 
apocalyptic and eschatological emphases of Jewish thought at that time, i.e., 
sometime between ca. 200 B.c. and a.d. 90. 



XVI. The Israelites Celebrate Their Victory, 
and Judith Offers Her Hymn of Praise 
(15:8-16:20 [Vg 15:9-16:24]) 


15 8 Joakim the high priest and the Israelite Council who lived in 
Jerusalem came to see for themselves the wonderful things the Lord 
had done for Israel, and to see Judith and to wish her well. 9 When 
they came to her, they blessed her with one voice and said, “You are 
the glory of Jerusalem! You are the great pride of Israel! You are the 
great boast of our nation! 10 For by your own hand you have accom¬ 
plished all this. You have done well by Israel; God is well pleased with 
it. May the Omnipotent Lord bless you in all the days to come.” And 
all the people said, “Amen!” 

11 It took the people a month" to loot the camp. They gave to Judith 
Holofernes’ tent, with all his silver dinnerware, beds, bowls, and gear. 
She took them and loaded her mule; then she hitched up her carts and 
piled the things on them. 12 All the women of Israel flocked to see her 
and sang her praises; ‘some of them performed a dance* in her honor. 
She took branches in her hands and distributed them to the women 
who accompanied her. 13 She and those who accompanied her 
crowned themselves with olive leaves. Then, at the head of all the 
people, she led all the women in their dancing while all the men of 
Israel, armed and garlanded, followed, with songs of praise on their 
lips. 14 In the presence of all Israel Judith began this thanksgiving, and 
all the people "lustily sang" this hymn of praise. 16 1 And Judith sang, 

Begin a song to my God with tambourines. 

Praise the Lord with cymbals. 

Raise to him a ‘'psalm of praise''. 

Extol him and invoke his name. 

u Lit. “thirty days.*’ 

Syr “they chose from themselves groups of singers”; see note. 

M Uperephonei; LXX Nd t> rs upephonei, “echoed.” 

** So LXX; “new song” (psalmon kainon) in LXX ANd «P su , OL\ and Syr. 
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2 For the Lord is a God who crushes wars; 

' Bringing me*' into his camp among his people, 

He delivered me from the power of my pursuers. 

3 Assyria came from out of the mountains of the north; 

He came with myriads of his warriors. 

Their numbers blocked up the wadis; 

And their cavalry covered the hills. 

4 He boasted that he would set fire to my territory/ 

Kill my young men with the sword, 

Dash my infants to the ground, 

Seize my children as spoil, 

And would carry off my maidens. 

5 The Omnipotent Lord has foiled them 
By the hand of a female/' 

6 For their champion did not fall at the hands of young men; 

Nor did the sons of Titans strike him down, 

Nor did towering giants set upon him; 

But Judith daughter of Merari 
Undid him by the beauty of her face. 

7 * For she took off her widow’s dress 
To rally the distressed in Israel. 

She anointed her face with perfume 

8 And fixed her hair with a tiara 

And put on a linen gown to beguile him. 

9 Her sandal ravished his eyes; 

Her beauty captivated his mind. 

And the sword slashed through his neck! 

10 The Persians shuddered at her audacity, 

And the Medes 'were daunted' by her daring. 

11 When my oppressed ones raised their war cry 
And my weak ones 'shouted', 

* The enemy* 'cowered in fear', 

" So OL and Syr; LXX omils; see NOTE. 

’ Oria: LXX” ore, "mountains.” 

‘ LXX 1 ’ rk , OL, and Syr add "and brought them to shame." 

* LXX k omits vv 7-9 and 11-12, 

“So LXX AN (etarachthesan) and Eth; "shivered” (errachthesan) in LXX BS ; OL and Vg omit. 
"So LXX N and many mins, (eboesan), OL’, and Syr; ephobelbesan. "they were afraid," in 
LXX BASuy . 

* J LXX and verss. “they." 

"Gk eptoethesan; LXX Nbhr eitethesan, "they were defeated." 
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Screamed and ran. 

12 Mere boys ran them through 

And wounded them like deserters’ children. 

They were destroyed by the army of my Lord! 

13 I will sing to my God a new song: 

Lord, you are great and glorious, 

Marvelous in strength, invincible. 

14 Let all your creation serve you! 

For you spoke, and they were created; 

You sent forth your spirit, and "it formed them'". 

And there is none who can resist your voice. 

15 For the mountains will be moved from their foundations "like 

water"; 

The rocks will melt before you like wax. 

Yet to those who fear you 
You will show mercy. 

16 For any sacrifice for its pleasant smell is a little thing, 

And any fat for a whole burnt offering is to you insignificant; 
But he who fears the Lord is always great. 

17 Woe to the nations which rise against my people! 

The Omnipotent Lord will take vengeance on them on the day 
of judgment; 

He will consign their flesh to fire and worms, 

And they will wail with pain forever. 

18 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they worshiped God. As soon as 
the people were purified, they offered their burnt offerings and their 
votive offerings and their gifts. 19 Judith dedicated all the possessions 
of Holofernes, which the people had presented her. The canopy which 
she had taken for herself from his bedroom she also gave to God as a 
votive offering. 20 For three months the people continued their celebra¬ 
tions in Jerusalem in front of the sanctuary; and Judith stayed with 
them. 


okodomesen; LXX S ', OL, and Eth "they were formed." 
” LXX and verss. "with waters”; see NOTE. 
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Notes 


15:8. Joakim . . . and the Israelite Council. See notes on 4:6 and 8, respectively. 

the wonderful things [lit. "good things”] the Lord had done. The author never 
confuses his priorities: the victory was God’s, Judith’s hand being but God’s means. 
By contrast, in the Song (notably 16:5-10) Judith is given full credit for her accom¬ 
plishment, 15:8 notwithstanding. 

to wish her well. So NEB. Lit. "to speak peace with her.” For this common Hebrew 
expression, see especially Jer 9:8 and Ps 85:8 [85:9, in MT], 

9. they came to her [eisellhon pros autenj. The LXX was “corrected” by one scribe 
to exelthe pros autous, "she went out to them" (so LXX bni , OL, and Syr), evidently in 
a pious attempt to preserve the dignity of the Israelite officials. In the liturgy of the 
Roman Catholic Church, the entire verse is used in praise of the Virgin Mary and of 
Joan of Arc. 

10. For this verse the Vg has something quite different: 

For you have acted manfully, and your heart has been strengthened, because you 
have loved chastity, and after your husband you have not known any other: there¬ 
fore also the hand of the Lord has strengthened you, and therefore you shall be 
blessed for ever. (Vg 15:11) 

all of which would have had special appeal to Jerome and his celibate colleagues, 
ll.o month to loot the camp. So vast and thoroughgoing was their task! 
mule Being the hybrid offspring of a male ass and a female horse, the mule (Gk 
eminos, lit. “half-ass”) was evidently far less common among the Jews than either of 
the other two animals (cf. Ezra 2:66-67), probably because of the breeding restriction 
in Lev 19:19 (for later Jewish conventions concerning mules, see Kil. 1.6; 8.4-5). 

12. performed [lit. “made”] a dance [choron], Cf. 3 Macc 6:32, 35; and 7:16. See 
also Exod 15:20, where Miriam and the Israelite women danced after they had been 
delivered from their enemies. Possibly under the influence of the Syr (see textual 
note'"*) and the OL s , which translates Gk choron with the Latin choros, “choruses,” 
the JB renders this as “they formed choirs of dancers." However, Zimmermann 
(p. 71) has plausibly suggested that the Syr reading results from a misreading of Heb 
mhlwt, “dances,” as mhllwt, "singers of praise.” 

look branches [thursousj. Judith's spontaneous conduct here finds some precedence 
in what is prescribed for the Feast of Booths: "And you shall take on the first day the 
fruit of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs of leafy trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days” (Lev 23:40). 
The NEB’s “garlanded wands,” however, reflects a very literal translation of thursos, 
which, properly speaking, is a “wand wreathed in ivy and vine leaves with a pinecone at 
the top, carried by the devotees of Dionysus [italics added]” (LSJ, p. 812). In any 
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event, the occurrence of the word only here and in 2 Macc 10:7 is one more indication 
of the relatively late date of our narrative. 

13. crowned themselves with olive leaves [lit. "with the olive”]. Although in the OT 
the olive symbolized various concepts, including life, peace, and thanksgiving (see 
J. C. Trever, "Olive Tree,” IDB, III, 596), the wearing of an olive wreath was a Greek 
custom, not a Jewish one. Thus, the mention of this particular activity is another 
indication that the narrative received its final form in the Greek period. 

led all the women in their dancing. I.e., like Miriam in Exod 15:20f., the triumphal 
celebration after which the present incident is modeled. 

14. this thanksgiving. Although the Gk exomologesis literally means “a confession,” 
it is sometimes used in the LXX to translate the Heb twdh, “thanksgiving" (see Ps 147 
[ 146] :7). 

lustily sang fuperephoneij. Both this word and its variant (see textual note are 
hapax legomena in the LXX. 

16:1. The poetic character of this song is indicated by the obvious parallelisms in 
the very first verse: 

Begin a sone to my God with tambourines. 

Praise the Lord with cymbals. 

Raise to him a psalm of praise . 

Extol him and invoke his name. 

tambourines [tympanois] The reference is evidently to a popular membranophone 
(Heb tp), carried by women and struck by hand; apparently it was not used in the 
Temple itself (see Gen 31:27; 2 Sam 6:5; 1 Chr 13:8; Ps 68:25 [26]). 

cymbals. The OT speaks of several types of cymbals, the msltym being reserved 
exclusively for the use of the priests. Thus, the type referred to here would have been 
the Heb slslym, which were of two kinds, those held vertically and those held horizon¬ 
tally. (For illustrations of both kinds, see IDB, III, 471, figs. 79 and 80.) 

psalm of praise [psalmon kai ainon]. Lit. "psalm and praise,” which is hendiadys. 
The variant reading (see textual note '■'J is less likely to be the original LXX reading. 

2. the Lord . . . crushes wars [suntribon polemous], Cf. 9:7. Although the transla¬ 
tion is reasonably certain, this clause has prompted considerable debate, primarily 
because Jerome’s Vg version of Judith (which is based upon his Aramaic text rather 
than upon the Greek [see introduction, pp. 95-97]) seems to follow here the Greek. 
More specifically, the Vg has here dominus conterens bella: dominus nomen est illi, 
“The Lord puts an end to wars; the Lord is his name,” which agrees more with the 
LXX version of Exod 15:3 (kurios suntribon polemous, kurios onoma auto, "The Lord 
crushes wars; the Lord is his name”) than with its presumed Hebrew Vorlage as 
preserved in the MT (yhwh 'ys mlhmh yhwh imw, “Yahweh is a man of war; Yahweh 
is his name”). This close agreement between the Latin and Greek versions of Jdt 16:2 
becomes even more significant when one realizes that in Exod 15:3 the Vg translated 
the Hebrew rather faithfully (i.e., dominus quasi vir pugnator, omnipotens nomen eius). 
that is, the Vg’s rendering of Exod 15:3 was not used for the Vg rendering of Jdt 16:2 
but rather a fresh Latin translation was made of the latter. Thus, inasmuch as Jdt 16:2 
seems to reflect the LXX version of Exod 15:3, and assuming that in Jdt 16:2 Jerome 
was faithfully translating his Aramaic text, then we are justified in concluding that 
Jerome’s Aramaic version must have been based upon the LXX (unless one argues 
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lhat the LXX translation of Exod 15:3 accurately reflects a Hebrew Vorlage differing 
from that of the MT, a possibility which cannot be entirely dismissed). But, as in any 
ancient text, later scribal contamination by other ancient versions is always possible. 

Bringing me . . . among his people. The translation is most uncertain, the Greek 
clearly being corrupt (see textual note "). Not without merit is Cowley’s suggestion 
(p. 265) that, originally, a Heb 7 bhnwhw btwk h‘m, “God, when he encamped among 
the people,” was misread as 'l-mhnwtyn btwk h'm, "to the camps among the people.” 
Thus, the JB, following also the OL, renders this as “he [i.e., God] has pitched his 
camp in the middle of his people.” 

delivered [katadiokonton] me. Although Judith herself was speaking here (so v 1), 
the “me” may refer to all the people of Israel, not just to Judith. For as Skehan has 
rightly pointed out (CBQ 25 [1963]: 97), in Exodus 14 (which is the prose account of 
Israel’s miraculous deliverance from Egypt and the chapter immediately preceding 
Exodus 15, the chapter after which Judith’s hymn is patterned) the verb katadioko is 
used four times to describe the Egyptian pursuit of Israel (vv 4, 8, 9, 23). 

3. his warriors [dunamcon]. . . . their cavalry [e ippos auton], Lit. “his armies. 

. . . their horse.” Cf. the LXX of Exod 15:4: “Pharaoh’s chariots [armala] and his 
host [dunamin] he cast into the sea.” As befitting poetry, the Greek of the hymn is 
more compact and less precise than in a prose account, all of which provides a transla¬ 
tor with greater latitude in carrying out his task. For example, ippos auton is variously 
translated: "their horses” (JB); “their horsemen" (RSV and Enslin); and “their cav¬ 
alry" (RSV, SG; "his," NEB). 

4. He boasted. Lit. "he said”; cf. Exod 15:9 and 2 Kgs 19:23. Such terrible boasting 
was not idle but frequently carried out in the biblical world (see 2 Kgs 8:12; Ps 137:9; 
Hos 13:16; Judg 5:30). 

my territory . . . my young men . . . my infants . . . my children ... my 
maidens. Thanks to this succession of possessive pronouns, the verse underscores that 
childless Judith, like any good mother, holds in highest value people, not possessions. 

5. By the hand of a female [theleias]. See note on theleia in 13:15. 

6. their champion [dunatosj. I.e., Holofemes; yet nowhere in the Song does the 
author dignify him by referring to him by name. The same Greek term is applied to 
Goliath in 1 Sam 17:4 and 51. 

sons of Titans. Inasmuch as this expression properly applies in Greek mythology to 
the divine children ofUranus (the heavens) and Ge (earth), it seems quite out of place 
on the lips of Judith. However, in the LXX, titanes is used in 2 Kgs 5:18, 22 to 
translate Heb rp'ym, which evidently refers to mortals. 

giants [gigantesj. In the LXX, gigantes is used to translate several different Hebrew 
words for “giants,” namely, “Anakim," "Rephaim," “Nephaim,” and “Nephilim." 
There are evidently two basic types of giants mentioned in the Hebrew Bible: very tall 
mortals (e.g., Deut 2:11, 20; 3:11; 2 Sam 21:16-22) and semidivine creatures called 
"Nephilim," who were the offspring of divine beings and mortal women (see Gen 6:1- 
4; for introductory remarks on this obscure term, see H. F. Beck, "Nephilim," IDB, 
III, 536). 

Judith. Although singing about herself, the heroine refers to herself in the third 
person rather than the first (see comment 11 , p. 253; see also Judg 5:7, 12, and 15, 
where Deborah, also singing about herself, uses the second person). 
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7. perfume [murismoj. Lit. “an anointing”; another hapax legomenon in the LXX. 

8. linen gown [stolen linen]. Made from the very thin stalk fibers of flax, linen was a 
luxury item. Egyptian linen, which was the most prized, has fibers “so finely woven 
that they cannot be distinguished from silk without the use of a magnifying glass” 
(J. M. Myers, “Linen,” IDB, III, 134-35). 

9. Her sandal ravished . . . Her beauty captivated. Brief though the Song is, the 
irony continues; for Holofemes had intended to violate Judith! 

And the sword slashed through his neck! This clause is a masterpiece of description 
and brevity. Just as in Judg 5:26b, where the striking repetition of an idea matches 
Jael’s pounding of the tent peg: 

She struck Sisera a blow, 

she crushed his head, 

she shattered and pierced his temple 

so in the present clause the description of the murderous act is as quick and clean as 
the flashing blade itself: “And the sword slashed through his neck!” The clause also 
stands in brief and brutal contrast to the description of Judith's toilette (vv 7-9b). 

10. Persians . . . Medes. Cf. 1:7. Given the prose account of Judith, a reader 
might be surprised here by the mention of these two peoples, especially since accord¬ 
ing to Judith, the Medes had been destroyed the year prior to Holofernes' present 
invasion of Palestine (see Jdt 1:13-2:1). Therefore, do these two terms refer to those 
Persians and Medes who were now serving as auxiliaries in Holofernes' army? Or are 
they intended only to represent "types of strong and warlike peoples; or as the most 
remote of nations” (Ball, p. 355)? Or do these two terms represent a momentary 
memory lapse on the part of the author, i.e., the events actually had occurred in the 
Persian period but were moved back by the author to an earlier period (so Cowley, 
Bissell, and Dancy)? Or is this just one more illustration of the influence of the Song of 
the Sea as a prototype for the Song, i.e., where people to the east are cited: “The 
peoples have heard, they tremble; pangs have seized on the inhabitants of Philistia” 
(Exod 15:14)? None of these suggestions seems particularly persuasive. 

However, D. N. Freedman argues, with considerable merit, that the allusion was 
part of the story’s Persian setting and that for reasons unknown to us, the story was 
pushed back into the Assyro-Babylonian era; in any event: “Mentioning Medes and 
Persians probably did not bother the author or editor since in a vague way he would 
know that they were around during both periods” (private correspondence with this 
writer). 

In any event, as the phrase currently stands, giving top billing to the Persians, it is 
anachronistic; for in the assumed setting of Judith (i.e., the days of Nebuchadnezzar), 
the Medes were the dominant power and the Persians only a petty state and ally of the 
Median confederacy (for further details, see David F. Graf, Medism; also his forth¬ 
coming “Medism: The Origin and Significance or the Term"). 

11. my weak ones shouted. So reads the variant to the LXX; the LXX reading (see 
textual note H ) is not an appropriate parallel to its preceding clause (i.e., "When my 
oppressed ones raised their war cry"). 

cowered in fear. As Zimmermann (p. 70) has shown, ptoed of the LXX and its 
variant, ettao (see textual note u ), are both legitimate translations of the same Hebrew 
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verb, htt. The real difficulty in translating this verse lies in the fact that while there is 
definitely a change of subject (i.e., from the Israelites to the enemies), there is no clear 
indication of exactly where that change takes place, all the verbs being in the third 
person plural. 

12. Mere boys [uioi korasion], Lit. “the sons of young women.” Because korasion is 
often used in the LXX for a female slave, some translators regard this phrase as 
adding insult to injury, i.e., the sons of servant girls(l) stabbed the Assyrians (so SG, 
RSV, and NEB). Cf. 14:13, where the soon to be defeated Assyrians contemptuously 
referred to the Israelites as “these slaves.” 

like deserters’ [automolounton] children. This is a most powerful simile. For not 
only would the children of deserters have often been especially vulnerable and without 
protection, but sometimes they must have bome the brunt of a besieged people’s anger 
and frustration, especially that of fellow children (“mere boys”), who, as most adults 
regretfully acknowledge, can be quite cruel. 

13. a new song. Cf. Ps 144:9. While Craven (SBLDS 70, p. 110) would regard chap. 
16 as a two-part psalm, consisting of the reasons for the singing (vv 1-12) and the new 
song itself (vv 13-17), vv 13-17 do, in fact, constitute a new poem. For, on the one 
hand, clear references to the Judith-story are lacking here, and, on the other hand, the 
psalm consists of snippets from other songs, notably, from Psalms, Judges 5, and 
Isaiah. (For details, see comment it, pp. 254-57.) 

Lord . . . strength. The Greek is similar to the LXX version of Pss 86:10 and 
147:5. 

invincible [anuperbletos]. Another hapax legomenon in the LXX. 

14. and it formed them [kai okodomesen] I.e., God’s spirit served as the creative 
agent, as in Ps 33:6 and 9: 

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 

And all their host by the breath [Heb rwhj of his mouth. 

For he spoke, 

And it came to be; 

He commanded, 

And it stood forth. 

and as in Ps 104:30a: 

When thou sendest forth thy Spirit [Heb rwhj 
They are created. 

The capitalization of the word "Spirit" in Ps 104:30 (and in Gen 1:2) of the RSV is 
unfortunate, in that some Christian readers might conclude that the ancient Hebrew 
text (where all the letters were in capitals) was alluding to the Holy Spirit, i.e., the 
Third Person of the Trinity. 

Concluding that okodomesen is awkward, Zimmermann (p. 73) has suggested that 
an original Heb wtbnm, “it formed them,” was misread as wtbynm, “it gave them 
understanding.” However, given the fact that the idea of God’s word and spirit as 
creative agents is so well established in the Bible, Zimmermann’s emendation seems 
unwarranted. 
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none . . . resist your voice. According to ancient Hebrew psychology, once a word 
was spoken, it had a separate and independent existence (for example, once made, an 
oath could not be retracted [see note on 8:30]). If that was true of man's spoken 
word, then how much more so of God's commands! So Isa 55:11: "So shall my word 
be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 

15. like water. The LXX’s sun udasin, “with waters," is awkward. Paul Joiion 
(Biblica 3 [1923]: 112) was probably correct in suggesting that an original Heb kmym, 
"like water/s,” which would nicely parallel "like wax,” was misread as bmym, “with 
water/s." 

rocks will melt. Compare Ps 97:5a: “The mountains melt like wax before the Lord.” 
See also Mic 1:4. 

16. Although the entire verse is but a faint echo of the theology of great passages 
such as Ps 51:16-17 and Isa 40:16, it at least attests to the fact that the original 
psalmist (who may very well not have been the author of Judith [see COMMENT u, 
p. 253]) believed that ritual per se was not enough and that reverence for the Lord was 
even more important, a view shared by Ben Sirach (cf. Sir 1:11-14). 

“God,” insists Craven, who believes the author of Judith also composed the psalm, 
“is not a God to be manipulated with acts of piety. ... I read these lines not as a 
prophetic-like disparagement of cultic practices, but as a reminder that excessive piety 
cannot be used to manipulate Yahweh.” (SBLDS 70, pp. 109ff.) 

17. Although the psalmist was clearly influenced by the concluding verse of the 
Song of Deborah ("So perish all thine enemies, O Lord” [Judg 5:31a]) and even more 
by the last verse in Isaiah (“And they shall go forth and look on the dead bodies of the 
men that have rebelled against me; for their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be 
quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh” [Isa 66:24]), it is debatable 
whether the storyteller really goes beyond them by promising punishment for the 
wicked after death. While Goodspeed saw in this verse “more than a hint of future 
punishment" (p. 50), a view which both Cowley (p. 267) and Ball (p. 358) expressed in 
even stronger terms, Enslin regards the phrase eds aionos, “forever,” in the verse as 
only “a rhetorical flourish" (p. 175). In support of Enslin’s view, it should be noted 
that nowhere else in Judith is there any evidence of a belief in life after death, not even 
in Judith’s prayer (chap. 9) or her earlier conference with the magistrates (8:11-27), 
where it might reasonably be expected. On the other hand, if the psalmist did believe 
in a judgment after death, then that would be another indication of Judith’s relatively 
late date of composition (see Dan 12:2; Sir 7:17; Enoch 103:8; 90:26, where punish¬ 
ment after death is affirmed). 

day of judgment. Steinmann may be correct when he observed that with this phrase 
we have left “abruptly the domain of history and the milieu of politics” for eschatol¬ 
ogy (p. 117); but given the nonmiraculous character of the rest of Judith, we are 
probably better advised to view this expression in naturalistic terms, i.e., referring to 
judgment in this world rather than the next. 

fire and worms. Cf. Sir 7:17: “Humble yourself greatly, for the punishment of the 
ungodly is fire and worms.” See also Mark 9:48. According to 2 Macc 9:9, the body of 
Antiochus IV, Epiphanes, Israel’s arch-villain, “swarmed with worms” even while he 
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was still alive, all of which may have been an example of the type of punishment 
included in the phrase “day of judgment" (see above). 

18. the people were purified. While killing solely in self-defense did not incur blood- 
guilt (see Exod 22:2), fighting which resulted in contact with the dead did defile a 
person (so Num 19:11-13; 31:19). Moreover, even those women and children who had 
touched no dead bodies but had looted the Assyrian camp were also unclean (see Num 
19:14-22). 

they offered . . . burnt offerings . . . votive . . . gifts. Cf. 4:14. Steinmann’s com¬ 
ment here that “the human sacrifice of Holofernes shall be celebrated by the ritual 
sacrifices at Jerusalem” (p. 97) seems somewhat snide; for every nation and religion, 
regardless of its moral and ethical views, naturally rejoices at the defeat of those who 
would have destroyed them. 

19. canopy . . . as a votive offering [eis anathema] I.e., a devoted thing (Heb hrm), 
as in Lev 27:28. Goliath’s sword and Saul’s armor had been given similar treatment 
(see 1 Sam 21:9; 31:10). 

20. the sanctuary. Lit. “the holy ones," i.e., all the buildings of the temple complex. 
Cf. 4:12. 


Comment I 


There are several possible clues in this section for helping to date the book of 
Judith, namely, “She took branches” (see NOTE on 15:12); Judith and the 
women “crowned themselves with olive leaves” (note on 15:13); and, possi¬ 
bly, the “eschatological” character of 16:17. All of these suggest a date no 
earlier than the Greek period and probably later, possibly during the Hasmo- 
nean period. On the other hand, Judith is probably not later, either. For as 
Grintz has quite correctly observed: “It [i.e., the Song] reveals no traces of 
sectarianism, as do the works written in the post-Hasmonean period" 
(p. 452). 


Comment II 

The nature of Judith’s Song and its relationship to the rest of Judith are 
among the most important but difficult problems confronting students of 
Judith. Few assertions can be made with any certainty, and most observations 
about the Song or its component parts can be made only with varying degrees 
of confidence. 

However, virtually all scholars rightly agree that vv 5-10 unquestionably 
reflect the Judith-story (their sole difficulty is the very puzzling reference to 
the Persians and Medes in v 10): 
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5 The Omnipotent Lord has foiled them 
By the hand of a female. 

6 For their champion did not fall at the hands of young men; 

Nor did the sons of Titans strike him down, 

Nor did towering giants set upon him; 

But Judith daughter of Merari 
Undid him by the beauty of her face. 

7 For she took off her widow’s dress 
To rally the distressed in Israel. 

She anointed her face with perfume 

" And fixed her hair with a tiara 
And put on a linen gown to beguile him. 

’ Her sandal ravished his eyes; 

Her beauty captivated his mind. 

And the sword slashed through his neck! 

10 The Persians shuddered at her audacity, 

And the Medes were daunted by her daring. 

From a purely literary point of view, this particular passage is the most 
effective part of the Song, it being the most vivid (vv 6 and 10), detailed (vv 7- 
8), and ironical (vv 5, 6, and 9). There can be no doubt about its appropriate¬ 
ness for Judith. (However, as we shall see later, the same cannot be said for 
the rest of the Song.) 

But did the author of Judith actually compose this section, or did someone 
else? Some authors, such as Jansen (Ada Orientalia 15 [1936]: 63-71) and 
Dancy, argue that just as the poetic Song of Deborah (Judg 5:1-31) antedated 
and inspired its prose account in Judg 4:4 -24, so what is now Jdt 16:5-10 
antedated and inspired the prose account of Judith. In support of this theory, 
Dancy (p. 68) rightly points out that only in vv 5-10 of Judith’s Song is she 
spoken about (i.e., she is referred to there only in the third person singular), 
whereas in vv 2-4 and 11-17 the first person singular is used instead (i.e., “I,” 
“me”). On the other hand, this alternation of speaker could be simply a 
reflection of the Song’s antiphonal character. 

If we had the original Hebrew Judith, then scholars could make a study of 
the Hebrew vocabulary in the prose and poetic sections and so determine, 
perhaps, whether the same or different authors probably were involved. But 
as it is, to compare the Greek of the two sections is not very helpful. How¬ 
ever, because the irony and vividness of vv 5-10 are consistent with the irony 
and high literary character of Judith (especially of 11:1-13:10), it would seem 
more reasonable to conclude that the author of Judith was himself responsi¬ 
ble for vv 5-10 rather than that he adopted them from elsewhere. Craven, 
while freely conceding that she cannot resolve the problem, also suspects that 
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the entire “song was included in the original composition of the story” 
(SBLDS 70, p. 105). 

Certain other parts of the Song are also applicable to the Judith-story, but 
not exclusively so; for instance, vv 3-4: 

1 Assyria came from out of the mountains of the north; 

He came with myriads of his warriors. 

Their numbers blocked up the wadis; 

And their cavalry covered the hills. 

a He boasted that he would set fire to my territory, 

Kill my young men with the sword, 

Dash my infants to the ground, 

Seize my children as spoil, 

And would carry off my maidens. 

and vv 11-12: 

" When my oppressed ones raised their war cry 
And my weak ones shouted, 

The enemy cowered in fear, 

Screamed and ran. 

12 Mere boys ran them through 

And wounded them like deserters’ children. 

They were destroyed by the army of my Lord! 

While applicable to the Judith-story, neither of the above passages is neces¬ 
sarily so. That is, one can just as easily imagine such descriptions as originally 
being applied to other wars and other times. For instance, Assyria’s advance 
and ruthless boasting in vv 3-4 were, unfortunately, characteristic of that 
cruel nation throughout its millennia-long history; then too, the very name 
“Assyria” personifies all those nations that had attacked Israel throughout 
her long history (so Deprez, Evangile 47 [1962]: 62). And the “my,” occur¬ 
ring eight times in vv 4, 11, and 12, could well be Israel speaking at any 
number of points in her checkered history. 

Not surprisingly then, a number of scholars, including Jansen, Deprez, and 
Dancy, have suggested that the Song of Judith originally had nothing to do 
with Judith herself. Rather, it was simply an already existing hymn of com¬ 
munity thanksgiving, possibly used in a local synagogue, that was adopted 
and adapted by the author of Judith. 

According to H. Ludin Jansen in his detailed analysis of the Song (Acta 
Orientalia 15 [1936]: 63-71), the author of Judith adopted and adapted an 
ancient psalm, consisting basically of the following: 
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1. A hymn of thanksgiving to be used by the worshiping community. With 
slight variations, this portion of that psalm survives in 16:1-4. 

2. A detailed account of a divine intervention, which was to be recited by 
the king. While the storyteller replaced this section with an already 
existing poetic legend about Judith (i.e., the present vv 6-10), remnants 
of that displaced account still survive in v 5 (slightly reworked so as to 
refer to a woman instead of God) and vv 11-12, which contain the 
troublesome allusion to the Persians and Medes. 

3. A concluding hymn of thanksgiving, which may have been revised by 
the storyteller himself, is still basically present in vv 13-17. 

Jansen thought that although the original psalm may have had in it some 
older elements, the Song in its present form dates to “later than the middle of 
the second century b.C.” (Acta Orientalia 15 [1936]: 71), the “eschatological” 
character of v 17 being, he believed, clear proof of that. 

The idea that the Song may not have been composed de novo by the author 
of Judith becomes even more persuasive when one realizes how very different 
vv 13-17 (which are introduced in v 13 as “a new song”) are from the rest of 
Judith. First, vv 13-17 are a less than eloquent pastiche of older biblical ideas 
and phrases (see notes passim ). 116 Then too, whereas in the prose section of 
Judith the great event Judith brought about was in no way miraculous or 
supernatural, in the Song what might be termed “apocalyptic” or “eschato¬ 
logical” elements are suddenly stressed: “mountains will be moved from their 
foundations . . . ;/The rocks will melt before you” (v 15); “The Omnipotent 
Lord will take vengeance on them on the day of judgment;/He will consign 
their flesh to fire and worms,/And they will wail with pain forever” (v 17). 
Most surprising of all—and in sharp contrast to the rest of Judith, where 
matters of kasrut and the punctilious observance of the Law loom so large— 
the Song now insists that ritual and sacrifice are distinctly subordinate to a 
person’s having the right attitude: “For any sacrifice for its pleasant smell is a 
little thing,/And any fat for a whole burnt offering is to you insignificant;/ 
But he who fears the Lord is always great” (v 16). This theological view, 
while perhaps meritorious in itself, is very infelicitously stated in the Greek. 
The passage is quite inferior in its literary style to vv 3-4 or 5-10. In short, 
the literary and theological differences between vv 13-17 and what has pre¬ 
ceded them raises the distinct possibility that vv 13-17 are a later interpola¬ 
tion (see introduction, pp. 75-76). 

In all fairness, it should be noted that this writer’s low assessment of vv 13- 
17 is not shared by all scholars. Craven, for instance, has said of vv 14-16: 

1! ‘ In this respect, there are, as D, N. Freedman has rightly noted, "something like the 
Thanksgiving Hymns [i.e., the Hodayot, or 1QH] of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which likewise are 
pastiches of biblical poetry strung together without much regard for form or structure." 
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Here Yahweh is hailed in cosmic terms that recall the language of Judith’s re¬ 
quests in her first prayer that God be known as "ruler of the heaven and the earth, 
creator of the waters, king of all creation” (9:12). In a real way, the sentiment of 
this passage expresses a resolution to the story of the Book of Judith. Now the 
people know that Yahweh, not Nebuchadnezzar, is the true “king of all the earth." 
(SBLDS 70, p. 109) 

Whether vv 13-17 were originally a part of an old synagogal psalm or were 
added later, why would the storyteller have even considered adopting and 
adapting such a psalm in the first place? The most obvious answer is that the 
synagogal hymn was already patterned after the Song of the Sea (Exodus 15), 
a hymn which was not only the song of triumph par excellence but which also 
had a motif especially appropriate to the Judith-story, namely, the hand of 
the Lord. The following parallels between Exodus 15 and Judith 16 are rather 
instructive: 


Exodus 15 

3 The Lord is a man of war. . . . 
(LXX: "The Lord crushes wars.") 

4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast 
into the sea. . . . 

9 The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil, my de¬ 
sire shall have its fill of them. I will 
draw my sword, my hand shall destroy 
them." 

14 The peoples have heard, they tremble; 
Pangs have seized on the inhabitants of 
Philistia. 


Judith 16 

2 For the Lord is a God who crushes 
wars. . . . 

3 Their numbers blocked up the wadis; 
And their cavalry covered the hills. 

4 He boasted that he would set fire to 
my territory, Kill my young men with 
the sword, Dash my infants to the 
ground, Seize my children as spoil, 
And would carry off my maidens. 

10 The Persians shuddered at her audac¬ 
ity, And the Medes were daunted by 
her daring. 


Admittedly, only Jdt 16:2 shows indisputable influence of the Song of the Sea; 
but perhaps that was all that was really necessary to attract the storyteller’s 
eye to what we have posited as “a synagogal hymn.” As noted earlier, the 
Song of the Sea is not only the premier song of triumph in the OT; but as 
Skehan has pointed out, it has a motif especially appropriate for Judith: the 
hand of the Lord. “In Exodus, the Almighty hand of God (Exod 3:19, 20; 
13:9; 14:31) uses the hand of Moses (Exod 4:2; 10:21-22; 14:21, 26-27) as his 
instrument; in Judith, the hand of a woman” (CBQ 25 [1963]: 108). 137 More 
specifically, in the Song of the Sea, “the hand of the Lord” is a dominant 
image: 


Skehan (pp. 109-10) notes that this theme of God's using the hand of the weak and lowly 
for the salvation of his people is also found in the Dead Sea War Scroll of Qumran (Wars of the 
Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness, 1QM xi and xiii, 12-14). 
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Thy right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, 

Thy right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. (Exod 15:6). 

Thou didst stretch out thy right hand, 

The earth swallowed them. (Exod 15:12) 

Such a motif would, quite naturally, have appealed to the storyteller. “There 
is no doubt,” writes Skehan, “as to what is the poetic prototype for the 
canticle of Judith: it is the canticle of the Exodus (Exod 15:1-19), connected 
with the name of Miriam. The festive participation of all Israel, including the 
women, is the same in both. . . . The speaker on both occasions is Israel, or 
the Israelites simply and in chorus.” (CBQ 25 [1963]: 96). Whether the au¬ 
thor composed Judith’s Song, as Skehan thinks, or adapted it from a syna- 
gogal hymn (which seems more likely), the influence of Exodus 15 on it is 
undeniable. 



XVII. Epilogue 
(16:21-25 [Vg 16:25-31]) 


16 21 After that" everyone went back home'’. So Judith returned to 
Bethulia and lived on her own estate. In her time she was famous 
throughout the whole country. 22 Many men wanted her, but for the 
rest of her life (from the day Manasseh her husband died and was 
gathered to his people) no man had relations with her. 23r Her fame 
continued to increase", and she lived in her husband’s house until she 
was a hundred and five years old. “'She emancipated her trusted 
servant/ And when she died in Bethulia, she was buried in the same 
cave as her husband Manasseh; 24 and the House of Israel mourned 
her for seven days. (Before she died she had distributed her property 
among 'those most closely related to her husband Manasseh and to' 
her own nearest relatives.) 25 Not again did anyone threaten the Israel¬ 
ites during Judith’s lifetime, or for a long time after her death/ 

” LXX "these days." 

* LXX "to his inheritance”; LXX ft , OL’, and Syr "tents.” 

So Latin; see NOTE. 

" LXX k , OL, Syr, and Vg put after v 24. 

~ LXX S omits by haplography. 

'LXX Bb add “Amen." 


Notes 


16:21. went back home. Lit. “hitched up for his inheritance [kleromian]," Cf. Josh 
1:15. 

22. Many men wanted [epethumesan] her. but ... no man had relations with 
[egno, “knew”] her. According to Montague: “Judith resisted many offers of marriage, 
viewing them as obstacles to her total dedication to God. As dedication to a holy war 
led to abstention from sexual relations in a more ancient Israel [see. for example, 1 
Sam 21:4-5], so Judith’s singleness of purpose and her dedication to her people's 
destiny make her their fitting type.” (Books of Esther and Judith, p. 21). 

Given the earlier erotic and murderous conduct of Judith toward Holofemes, one 
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might well question whether all male intentions toward her were quite as honorable 
and formal as some modern translations suggest: 

Many desired to marry her, but she remained a widow all the days of her life. (RSV) 

She had many suitors; but she remained unmarried all her life. (NEB) 

While the JB is somewhat better (“She had many suitors, but . . . she never gave 
herself to another man”), one cannot help visualizing what the word “suitors” implies, 
i.e., formal wooers for her hand in marriage. Inasmuch as Judith has so fired the 
hearts and imagination of Western artists, especially in the Renaissance, translators 
are justified in assuming that the same would have been true of Judith’s own male 
contemporaries, be they rich or poor, “honorable” or not. In sum, the modern transla¬ 
tor is not justified in rendering the earlier parts of the Judith-story in an accurate and 
forthright manner (especially chaps. 12-13) only to bowdlerize the epilogue, where 
Judith is even more honored than before. Besides, the parenthetical phrase in the verse 
serves as the author’s final and emphatic assurance to his readers that Holofemes had 
not had sexual relations with Judith. And Holofemes could hardly be described as a 
“suitor”! 

Jerome’s Vg has “And chastity was joined to her virtue, so that she knew no man 
all the days of her life, after the death of Manasseh her husband” (Vg 16:26). Celibate 
Church Fathers, like Jerome, certainly would have approved of Judith’s conduct. 
Consider, for example, his unsolicited advice to Salvina, a recently widowed and 
wealthy Roman aristocrat whom he had never met: 

Let those who feed on flesh serve the flesh, whose bodies boil with desire, who are 
tied to their husbands and who set their hearts on having offspring. Let those whose 
wombs are burdened cram their stomachs with flesh. But you have buried every 
indulgence in your husband’s tomb. . . . Let paleness and squalor be henceforth 
your jewels. Do not pamper your youthful limbs with bed of down or kindle your 
young blood with hot baths. . . . Take no well-curled steward to walk with you, 
no effeminate actor, no devilish singer of poisoned sweetness, no spruce and well- 
shorn youth.Keep with you bands of widows and virgins. . . . Let the di¬ 

vine Scriptures be always in your hands and give yourself frequently to prayer that 
such shafts of evil thoughts as ever assail the young may find thereby a shield to 
repel them. (Epistle 79.7-9) 

23. Her fame continued to increase. Lit. “she advanced (en probainousa) very 
greatly.” Although the verb probaind is regularly used in antiquity for growing older, 
the Latin versions are probably correct in seeing the reference to Judith’s increasing 
reputation (see textual note unless, of course, we should understand the next 
clause (“she lived ... a hundred and five years”) as a gloss, which is possible. 

a hundred and five years old. Whether by ancient or modem standards, this was a 
ripe old age. Ben Sirach was correct when he wrote: “The number of a man’s days is 
great if he reaches a hundred years” (Sir 18:9). Enslin, however, would see more here 
than just the OT view that long life was a sign of divine favor (see Job 42:16; Prov 
16:31; 20:29). Inasmuch as the Maccabean period was one hundred and five years long 
(168-63 B.C.), so Judith’s identical length of days represented, argued Enslin, “the 
prayerful hope, later to be expressed as the concluding word of some of the midrashic 
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versions of Judith and of the Megillath Antiochus: 'May God in his mercy work signs 
and wonders in this time and at this hour as he has done in the days of our fathers’ ” 
(p. 181). Certainly one objection to Enslin’s interpretation is that it makes the date of 
the book’s composition too late (see introduction, pp. 67-70). However, if “the 
detail of fact" on Judith’s age be a gloss (see above), then Enslin’s explanation may be 
correct. 

She emancipated her trusted servant. Though unnamed, this faithful slave was not 
forgotten. This particular detail, while underscoring Judith’s generosity, is also one 
more example of the author’s concern for balance: “Just as Judith’s first act was to 
send her to summon Uzziah, Chabris, and Charmis, now her last act is to free her” 
(Craven, SBLDS 70, p. 112). 

buried in the same cave as .. . Manasseh. Another archaism harking back to the 
patriarchal period (see Gen 23:19; 49:29-32). 

24. for seven days. The OT does not prescribe a specific length of time for mourn¬ 
ing. However, Ben Sirach (early second century B.c.) matter-of-factly reports: 
“Mourning for the dead lasts seven days” (Sir 22:12). 

distributed her property. While little is known about a Hebrew woman’s inheritance 
rights in general (but see Num 27:6-11), let alone details on how the possessions of a 
childless widow should be distributed, the author evidently regarded Judith’s conduct 
in this matter as exemplary. 

25. for a long time. Lit. "for many days," which the Vg rightly translates as “for 
many years.” Frustratingly imprecise, this Hebrew expression can mean at least a 
couple of decades (so 1 Sam 7:2). Thus, if Judith were, say, eighteen years old when 
her great exploit occurred (see note on 13:18) and then lived on for another seventy 
or eighty years (i.e., a very long life), then, counting “the many days” after her death, 
we may say that the Pax ludilh might have lasted for as long as a century. Such a 
protracted period of "peace" would best fit in either the second half of the Persian 
period or in the Maccabean period, especially after the death of Nicanor ca. 161 B.c. 
In any event, Judith’s success was twice that of Jael’s, the latter bringing her people 
forty years of peace (Judg 5:31c). 

According to the ancient author, Judith not only did something for her people but 
also something to them; for as Craven so perceptively observed: 

The people find in Judith a model of freedom and courage. . . . after her death 
no one spread terror among the people. . . . The real change in the story actually 
happens in the hearts of the members of the community. In the time sequence of the 
story, Judith appears publically but briefly—four days in the Assyrian camp and a 
month plundering and celebrating the victory. Then she withdraws back to her 
roof-top solitude where she lives until her death at one hundred five years old. . . . 
The community find in her not a permanent leader but a way to acquire permanent 
freedom. She appears at a time when her people are between times, so to speak. 
. . . She is a sign of the ancient truth that by vocation they are a freed people, that 
they choose life and freedom if they rely wholly upon their God. (SBLDS 70, p. 
115) 
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Immediately after the words “for a long time” the Vg has an addition, namely, 

But the day of the festivity of this victory is received by the Hebrews in the number 
of holy days, and is religiously observed by the Jews from that time until this day. 
(Vg 16:31) 

Mentioned in none of the ancient versions of Judith, this “detail of fact" is a gloss, 
possibly inspired by the analogy of the festivals mentioned in Esther (i.e., “Purim” of 
Esth 9:27-28) and Maccabees (i.e., “Nicanor’s Day” in 2 Macc 15:36 [cf. 1 Macc 
7:49]). The authenticity of the verse is also questionable, due to the fact that, ordi¬ 
narily, the author of Judith uses the word “Israelites” (not “Hebrews” or “Jews") to 
identify his people. (It is the Gentiles in Judith who think of the Israelites as “the 
Hebrews” [cf. 10:12; 12:11; 14:18].) If there is any justification for the gloss, it lies, 
suggests Zeitlin (pp. 26, 37), in the probability that the Judith-story, along with Megil- 
lath Antiochus, was used by Jews in their synagogues at the feast of Hanukkah. (For a 
Hanukkah lamp featuring Judith, see Plate 7.) 


Comment 


Like the epilogues of Job (42:7-17) and Esther (Esth 10:1-3), the epilogue of 
Judith is, in comparison with the rest of the book, very brief. Nevertheless, 
the epilogue reassures its readers on several very important points. For her 
services to God and country, Judith was well rewarded with fame and long 
life (w 2 lb and 23). From the day of her husband’s death until the day of her 
own, her “honor” remained intact (v 22). In her relations with others, includ¬ 
ing her trusted servant and the closest relatives on both sides of her family (vv 
23-24), Judith continued to act in an exemplary manner. Most important of 
all, thanks to Judith’s efforts, her people went for a very long while without 
being threatened by enemies (v 25). What more could be said about the saint 
who murdered for her people! 
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Neo-Assyrian 



B.C. 

935-913 

Asshur-dan II 

727-722 

Shalmaneser V 

913-892 

Adad-nirari II 

722-705 

Sargon II 

884-860 

Ashurnasirpal II 

705-681 

Sennacherib 

860-825 

Shalmaneser III 

681-669 

Esarhaddon 

825-812 

Shamshi-adad V 

669-627 

Ashurbanipal 

812-784 

Adad-nirari III 

629-612 

Sinsharishkun 

784-744 

(Period of great weakness) 

612 

Fall of Nineveh 

744-727 

Tiglath-pileser III 

612-609 

Ashur-uballit II 


Neo-Babylonian 



B.C. 

626-605 Nabopolassar 

560-556 

Neriglissar 

605/4-562 Nebuchadnezzar II 

556-539 

Nabonidus 

562-560 Amel-marduk 

Achaemenian 

539 

Fall of Babylon 


B.C. 




550-530 

Cyrus the Great 

423-404 

Darius II, Nothus 

530-522 

Cambyses 

404-358 

Artaxerxes II, Mnemon 

522-486 

Darius I, Hystaspes 

358-338 

Artaxerxes III, Ochus 

486-465 

Xerxes I, the Great 

338-336 

Arses 

465-424 

Artaxerxes I, Longimanus 

336-330 

Darius III, Codomannus 

423 

Xerxes II 

336-323 

Conquests by Alexander the 
Great 


Seleucid 

Ptolemaic 

B.C. 

312-280 Seleucus I, Nicator 

B.C. 

323-285 Ptolemy I, Lagi 
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280-261 

261-246 

Antiochus I, Soter 
Antiochus II, Theos 

285-246 

Ptolemy II, Philadelphus 

246-226 

226-223 

Seleucus II, Callinicus 
Seleucus III, Soter 

246-221 

Ptolemy III, Euergetes 

223-187 

Antiochus III, the Great 

221-203 

203-181 

Ptolemy IV, Philopator 
Ptolemy V, Theos Epiphanes 

187-175 

175-163 

163-162 

162-150 

150-146 

Seleucus IV, Philopator 
Antiochus IV, Epiphanes 
Antiochus V, Eupator 
Demetrius I, Soter 
Alexander Balas 

181-145 

Ptolemy VI, Philometer 

146-142 

142-138 

138-129 

Antiochus VI, Theos 

Trypho 

Antiochus VII, Sidetes 

145-117 

Ptolemy VII, Euergetes II 

125-96 

Antiochus VIII, Grypus 

117-108 

Ptolemy VIII, Soter II 

116-95 

Antiochus IX, Philopator 

116-107 

Ptolemy IX, Lathyrus 


Maccabean 


B.C. 

167-161 

Judas 

161-143 

Jonathan 

143-135 

Simon 


Hasmonean 




B.C. 

135-104 

John Hyrcanus I 

76-67 

Salome Alexandra 

104-103 

Judas Aristobulus I 

67 b.c. 

John Hyrcanus II 

103-76 

Alexander Janneus 

67-63 

63 

Aristobulus II 
Rome conquers Ju 
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DATES OF CLASSICAL AND PATRISTIC WRITERS 


Ambrose of Milan (3397-397) 
Amphilochius of Iconium (3397-7394) 
Athanasius of Alexandria (2937-373) 
Augustine (354-430) 

Cassiodorus (4857-7585) 

Clement of Alexandria (1507-7215) 
Clement I, of Rome (307-799) 
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Cyril of Jerusalem (3157-386) 

Diodorus Siculus (fl. first cent, b.c.) 

Epiphanius, bishop of Constantia (3157-403) 

Gregory of Nazianzus (3307-7389) 

Herodotus (4847-7425 B.c.) 

Hilary of Poitiers (3157-7367) 

Innocent I (reigned 401-417) 

Isidorus of Miletus (560-636) 

Jerome (3407-420) 

John of Damascus (6457-7749) 

Josephus (377-7100) 

Julius Africanus (1807-7250) 

Junilius (fl. ca. 542) 

Leontius of Byzantium (4857-7543) 

Melito of Sardis (fl. ca. 167) 

Methodius of Tyre (d. ca. 311) 

Nicephorus of Constantinople (7587-829) 

Origen (1857-7254) 

Polybius (2017-7120 B.c.) 

Pseudo-Athanasius (fl. fourth cent, a.d.) 

Ptolemy (fl. second cent, a.d.) 

Rhabanus Maurus (7807-856) 

Scylax (fl. sixth cent. B.c.) 

Strabo (64 b.c.?-?a.d. 24) 

Sulpicius Severus (3637-7420) 

Tertullian of Carthage (1607-7230) 

For brief introductions to the above, the reader may consult The Oxford Classical 
Dictionary, edited by N. G. L. Hammond and H. H. Scullard, 2d ed, Oxford: Claren¬ 
don Press, 1970. For more detailed introductions to the Church Fathers, see Berthold 
Altaner, Patrology, translated by H. C. Graef, Edinburgh and London: Nelson, 1960. 
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